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1 e, but Thoſe alſo which he and otbherns 
Lua ve publiſo d in other Books, are here conſider u. 
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Inns of Court, together, each to other ſo well 
knovn, that no Man's Preſence was a Confine- 


ment to any other from ſpeaking his Mind on any Sub- 


. ject that happened to ariſe in Converſation. The Meet- 


ing was without Deſign, and the Diſcourſe, as in like 
Caſes, various. Among other Things we fell upon the 
Subject of Moolſton's Trial and Conviction, Which had 


happened ſome few Days before: That led to a Debate 
0 the Law ſtands in ſuch Caſes, what Puniſhment it 
inflicts; and, in general, whether the Law ought at all 


to interpoſe in Controverſies of this kind, We were 
not agreed in theſe Points, One, who maintained the 


fayourable ſide to Moolſton, diſcovered a great Liking 


and Apprabation of his Diſcourſes againſt the Miracles i 


of Chriſt, and ſeemed to think his Arguments unanſwe 


rable. To which another reply*d, I wonder that one 

of your Abilities, and bred to the Profeſſion of the Law, 
- which teaches us to conſider the Nature of Evidence, 
and its proper Weight, can be of that Opinion; -I am 


ſure you wou'd be unwilling to determine a Property of 


Five Shillings upon ſuch Evidence, as you now think 


: arg Ong to overthrow the Mirac ad of Chriſt, 
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3 75 were, not 8 15 ae Gesten of the 


3 "i may. eaſily is — that this 8 a Door to 
much Diſpute, and determined the Converſation for the + 
Remainder of the Evening tothis Subject. The Diſpute 
ran thro' almoſt all the Particulars mentioned in Mol- 
ſtton's Pieces; but the Thread of it was broken by ſeveral 
Digreſſions, and the Purſuit of Things which werebraught 
a ceidentally into the Diſcourſe. At length one of the 
Company ſaid pleaſantly, Gentlemen, you don't, argue 
like Lawyers; if I were Judge in this Caſe, I would hold 
= | you better to the Point. The Company took the Hint, 
and cry'd they ſhou'd be glad to have the Cauſe re-heard, 
+ ge him to be the Judge. The Gentlemen who had enga- 
ged with Mettle and Spirit in a Diſpute which aroſe acciẽ 
Tx ſeem*d very unwilling to be drawn into a for- 
mal Controverſy ; and eſpecially the Gentleman wo ar- 
ed againſt oolſton, thought the Matter grew too ſerious 
= him, and excuſed himſelf from undertaking a Con- 
troverſy in Religion, of all others the moſt momentous : 
But he was told, that the Argument ſhould be confined 5 
merely to the Nature of the ] Lvidence, and that might 
be conſidered without entring into any ſuch Controverſy | 
as he wou'd avoid; and to: bring 2 Matter within 
Bounds,” and under one View, the olds of Chriſt's 
Reſurrection, and the Exceptions taken 0 ft, ſhould be 
the orly Subject of the Conference. With much Per- 
ſuaſion he ſuffered himſelf to be perſuaded, and promiſ- 
ed to give the Company, and their new- made Judge, a 
Meeting that Day Fortnight. The Judge and the reſt e 
of the Company were for bringing on the Cauſe a Week 
| ſooner 3 but the Council for Moolſſon took the Matter up, 
and nid, Conſider, Sir, the Gentleman is not to argue out 
of Littleton, Plowden, or Coke, Authors to him well 
* known; but he muſthave his Authorities from Matthew, £ 
Mark, Luke, and Jabn; and a Fortnight4s' time little 
=  , © enoughef all conſcience to gain a Familiarity with anew ] 
3 igen and, turning to the Gentleman, he ſaid. 
A III call upon you before the Fortnight is out, to ſee how ñ 
' reverend an Appearance you K's behind Hammond on 
the New A EL; a Concordance on one e hand, and a 
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. welcome, Sir, reply 'd the Gentleman, and perhaps yon 
maß find ſore Company more to your own Taſte ; he is 


* 


but a poor Council Who ſtudies'on one fide of the Quel- 
tion only, and therefore I will haye your Friend M vol, 
3 , and C, to entertain you when you do me the 7 0 
Favour of a Viſit. Upon this we parted in good Humour, 
. and all pleaſed with the Appointment made, except the 


two Gentlemen who were to provide the Entertainment. 
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MF" HE Company met at the Time appointed: But 
tit happened in this, as in like Caſes it often does, 
_*. thatſomeFriendsto ſome of the Company, who were not, 1 
_ of the Party the firſt Day, had got Notice of the Meeting; 
and the Gentlemen who were to debate the 75 
found they had a more numerous Audience than they ex- 
pected or deſired. He I. who was to maintain te 
vidence of the Reſurrection, began to excuſe the Neceſs 
fity he was under of diſappointing their Expectation, al. 
ledging that he was not prepared; and he had perſiſted in 
_ exculing himſelf, but that the Strangers, who Water 
= what theCaſe was, offered to withdraw, which the Gen- 
= tleman wou'd by no means confent to: They inſiſting to 
= £0, he ſaid, he would much rather ſubmit himſelf to their 
Candor, unprepared as he was, than be guilty of ſo much 
. Rudeneſs, as to force them to leave the Company. Upon 
Pphich one of the Company, ſmiling, faid, It happens 
__ - hackily that our Number is increaſed ; when we were laſt 
= _ together, he + 7 orig Judge, but we quite forgot a Ju- 
, and now, I think, we are good Men and true, ſuffi- 
AQient to make one. This Thought was purſued in ſeve- 
ral Allufions to legal Proceedings, which created ſome 
Mirth, and had this good Effect, that it diſperſed the ſo- 
lemn Air whichthe mutual Compliments upon the Diffi:. 
culty before- mentioned had introduced, 163 eee e 
Eaſe and Good - Humour natural to the Converſation o 
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Te judge percelving the Sibel of the 8 
ny, thought it a proper Time to begin, and called out, 


Gentlemen of the Jury take your Places; and immediate-. 
ly ſeated himſelf at the upper End of the Table: The 


ep Company fat round him, and the Judge called upon the 
5 Council for Moolſton to begin. 


Mr. A, Council for Woolſton, addrefling himſelf to 


dme Judge, ſaid, 


- May it pleaſe your Lordſhip ; I conceive the Gentle x 


| £7 man on the other Side ought to begin, and lay his Evi- 
+ dence, which he intends to maintain, before the Court; 
till that is done, it is to no purpoſe for me to object. 1 


may perhaps object to ſomething which he will not admit 
to be any part of his Evidence, and therefore, I appre- 
hend, the Evidence ought ! in the firſt Place to be dif- 


55 tune i ſtated. 


Judge, Mr. B. What fay you to that RE: 35 5 ; 
Mr. B. Council on the other Side. RF 
My Lord, If the Evidence Iam to maintain,“ were to 


5 W any new Claim, if I were to gain any thing which 
Lam not already poſſeſſed of, the Gentleman would be in 
the right; but the Evidence is old, and is matter of Re- 
cord, and I have been long in poſſeſſion of all thatT claim 


under it. If the Gentleman has any thing to ſay to diſ- 


poſſeſs me, let him produce i it; otherwiſe I have no reaſon 1 
to bring my own Title in queſtion, And this I take to 


be the known Method of proceeding in ſuch Cafes ; no 
Man 1s obliged to produce his Title to his Poſſeſſion; it 


zs ſufficient if he maintains it when it is called in queſtion. 


Mr. A. Surely, my Lord, the Gentleman miſtakes the 


| Caſe; I can never admit my {elf to be out of Poſſeſſion 


of my Underſtanding and Reaſon; and ſince he would put 


"= me out of this Poſſeſſion, and compel me to admit Things 5 


incredible, in vertue of the Evidence he maintains, he 


ought to ſet forth his Claim, or leave the World to be di- 


rected by common Senſe. 
Judge. Sir, you ſay right; upon Suppoſitionthat the Tru 


of the Chriſtian Religion were the Point in Judgment. 


In chat Caſe it would be e to Proauce the gt 2 
or 
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= for the Chriſtian Religion; but the Matter now beforethe 
f Court is, Whether the Objections produced by Mr. Vol. 
= fon, are of weight to overthrow the Evidence of Chriſt's 
= Reſurrection, You fee then the Evidence of the Reſur- 23 
rection is ſuppoſed to be what it is on both Sides, and the 
Thing immediately in Judgment, is the Value of the Ob- 
jections, and therefore they mult be ſet forth. The Court 
will be bound to take notice of the Evidence, which is 


admitted as a Fact on both Parts. Go on Mr. J. 


Mr. A. My Lord, I ſubmit to the Direction of the * 
Court. I cannot but obſerve that the Gentleman on the | 
other ſide, unwillingas he ſeems to be to ſtate his Evidence, © 
did not forget to lay in his Claim to Preſcription, which * . 
is, perhaps, in Truth, tho? he has too much Skill to own n 
it, the very Strength of his Cauſe. I do allow that the 
Gentleman maintains nothing but what his Father and 
Grandfather, and his Anceſtors, beyond time of Man's 
Memory, maintain*d before him: I allow too, that Pre- 
= ſcription in many Caſes makes a good Title; but it muſtt 
: always be with this Condition, that the thing is capable of 
p being preſcribed for. And ] inſiſt, that Preſcription can 
| not run againſt Reaſon and common Senſe. Cuſtoms may 
be pleaded by Preſcription 3 but if upon ſhewing the 


Cuſtom, any thing unreaſonable appears in it, the Pre- 
ſcription fails, for Length of Time works nothing towards 


the eſtabliſhing any thing that cou'd never have a legal 
Commencement. And if this Objection will overthrow 

all Preſcriptions for Cuſtoms ; the Miſchief of which ex- 

tends perhaps to one poor Village only, and affects them 
in no greater a Concern, than their Right of Common 


upon a ragged Mountain; ſhall it not much more pre- 


vail, when the Intereſt of Mankind is concern'd, and in no 
leſs a Point than his Happineſs in this Life, and in all his 
Hopes for Futurity ? Beſides, if Preſcription muſt be al. 
loved in this Caſe, how will you deal with it in others? 1 
What will you fay to the ancient Perſians, and their Fire- 


Altars? Nay, what to the Turks, who have been long e- 
nough in Poſſeſſion of their Faith to plead. i 


« Mr. 


VMlfrt. B. I beg Pardon for interrupting the Gentleman, | 
©» Batit is to fave him Trouble, He is going into his favou - 
kite Common-Place, and has bod us from Perſia ta 
Turkey already; and if he goes on, I know we muſt fol- 

= low him round the Globe. To fave us from this long 
EE Tourney, I'll wave all Advantage from the Antiquity of 
= the Reſurrection, and the general Reception the Belief of 

n has found inthe World; and am content to conſider it 
2s a Fact which happened but laſt Year, and was never 

heard of either by the Gentleman's Grandfather, or by 


F _ + + Mr. A. I ſhouldnothave taken quite fo long a Journey 
m the Gentleman imagines, nor, indeed, need any Man 
9.o far from home to find Inſtances to the Purpoſe I was 
upon. But ſince this Advantage is quitted, I am as wil- 
lung to ſpare my Pains, as the Gentleman is deſirous that 1 
S _ fhould. And yet I ſuſpect ſome Art even in this Conceſ- 
=. + flon, fair and candid as it ſeems to be. For Iam perſuad- 
4 that one Reaſon, perhaps the main Reaſon, why Men 
believe this Hiſtory of Jeſus, is, that they cannot conceive 
that any one ſhould attempt, much leſs tucceed in ſuch an 
Attempt as this, uponthe Foundation of meer human Cun- 
ning and Policy; and *tis worth the while to goround the © 
Globe, as the Gentleman expreſs'd himſelf, to fee vari- * 
dous Inſtances of the like Kind, in order to remove this 
Prejudice. But I ſtand corrected, and will go directly 
td the Point now in Judgment, n. 
Mir. B. My Lord, The Gentleman in Juſtification of 
his firſt Argument, has entred upon another of a very dif- 
ferent Kind. I think he is ſenſible of it, and ſeeming to 
yield up one of his popular Topicks, is, indeed, artfully 
getting rid of another; which has made a very good Fi- 
gure in many lateWritings, but will not bear in any Place, 
Where he who maintains it may be aſked Queſtions. The 
mere Antiquity of the Reſurrection I gave up; for if the 
Evidence was not good at firſt, it can't be good now. The 
SGentleman is willing, he ſays, to ſpare us his Hiſtory of 
ancient Errors, and intimates, that upon this Account he 
| . paſſts over many Inſtances of Fraud, that were * in 


= 


- 
_y 
| . ['9 15 


; | Citations to 11 0 Caſe before us. mY no e my 
= Lord, let them be paſſed over. Iwou *d not have the main 
Strength of his Cauſe betrayed in Complaiſance to me. 


Nothing can be more material, than to ſhew a Fraud of 


= this Kind, that prevailed univerſally in theWorld. Chriſt 
= Ffeſus declared himfelf a Pto 7 5 har put the Proof of 
is Miffion on this; that he ſhou'd dye openly and pub- 
_ Hekly, and rife again the third Day. This ſurely was 
= the hardeft Plot in the World to be managed: And if 
= there be one Inftance of this Kind, or in any N like 
= it, | all means let it be produced. 
f r. A. My Lord, There has hardly been an Inſtance . 


of A fall Retigion i in the world, but it Tp alſo afforded a 0 


= like Inſtance to this before us. Have they not all preten- 
= ded to Infpiration ? Upon what Foot did Pytbagoras, 
= Numa, and others ſet up? did they not all converſe with 

the Gods, and pretend to deliver Oracles? 


Mr. B. This only ſhews that Revelation is by the 


common Conſent of Mankind, the very beſt N 


i = Religion „and therefore every Impoſtor pretends to 
4 But is a Man's hiding himſelf in a Cave for ſome 
T and then coming out into the World to be com · 
parts to a Man's dying and riſing to Life again? So far 

om it, that you and I, and every Man may do che one, 
but no Man can do the other. 


Mr. A. Sir, I ſuppoſe it will be allowed to be as great a 


# thing to go to Heaven and converſe with Angels and with 


God, and to come down to the Earth again, as it is to dye 
and riſe again. Now this very thing Mabomet pretended to 


= do, and all his Diſciples believe it. Can you deny this Fact? 
Mr. B. Deny it, Sir? No. But tell us who went with - 


Mabomet? who were his Witneſſes? I expect before we 
have done, to hear of the Guards ſet over the Sepulchre of 
Chriſt, and the Seal of the Stone: What Guard watched 
Mabomet in his going or returning ? What Seals and Cre- 
dentials had he ? Fiel pretends to none. His Fol- 
lowers pretend to nothing but his own Word. We are 
now to conſider the Evidence of Chriſt's Reſurrection, 
and my think to parallel it by producing a Caſe : ch 
B _ whic 
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Which no one ever pretended there was any Evidence. 
. You have Mabomet? 8 Word, and no Man ever told 4 


Lye; but you had bis Word for the Truth of what he 


aid; and therefore you need not go round the Globe to 
find ſuch Inſtances as theſe, But this Story, tis ſaid, has 
" panel great Credit, and is receiv'd by many Nations: 


ery well: And how was it receiv'd? Was not every 


7 Man converted to this Faith with the Sword at his 
Throat? In our Caſe, every Witneſs to the Reſurrection, 


and every Believer of it was hourly expoſed to Death: 


In the other Caſe, whoever refuſed to believe, died, or 


what was as bad, lived a wretched conquered Slave: 
And will you pretend theſe Caſes to be alike ? One Caſe 


indeed there was within our own Memory, which in ſome 
_ Circumſtances came near to the Caſe now before us. The 
French Prophets put the Credit of their Miſſion upon the 


Reſurrection of Dr. Emmes, and gave publick Notice of 


it. If the Gentleman pleaſes to m 


ſtance, it is at his Service. 


make uſe of this In- 
Nr. A. The Inſtance of Dr. Emmes is ſo far to the Pur- 
poſe, that it ſhews to what Lengths Enthuſiaſm will car- 
ry Men, And why might not the ſame thing happen at 


Feruſalem, which happen'd but a few Years ago in our 
_ own Country? Matthew, and Fobn, and the reſt of them, 


manag'd that Affair with more Dexterity than the French 
Prophets; ſo that the Reſurrection of Jeſus gained Cre- 


dit in the World, and the French Prophets ſunk under 
their ridiculous Fretenſions. That's all the Difference. 
Mr. B. Is it fo? And a very wide Difference, I pro- 


miſe you. In one Caſe, every thing happen'd that was 
proper to convince the World of the Truth of the Reſur- 


rection; in the other, the Event manifeſted the Cheat; 
and upon the View of theſe Circumſtances, you think it 
ſufficient to ſay, with great Coolneſs, That's all the Dif- 
ference. Why, what Difference do you expect between 
Truth and Falſhood ? What Diſtinction 


Fudge. Gentlemen, you forget that you are in a Court, 
and are falling into Dialogue. Courts don't allowof Chit- 
chat. Look ye, the Evidence of the Reſurrection of Je- 


W 


„„ 1 2 I I 1 „ 
fas b is Ns the Court, recorded by Matthew, Matt id Ou 
others. You muſt take it as it is; you can neither make i it 
better nor worſe. Theſe Witneſſes are accuſed of giving 
falſe Evidence. Come to the Point; and let us hear 
what you have to offer, to prove the Accufation, 
Mr. B. Is it your Meaning, Sir, that the Objections ah 
' ſhould be ſtated and argued all together, and that the = 
Anſwer ſhould be to the whole at once? Or would you 
have the Objections argued ſingly, and anſwer d ſepa- "09 
rately by 21 eee „„ 
Fudge. I think this Court may diſpenſe with the tric 
Forms of legal Proceedings, , and therefore I leave this 
to the Choice of the . 


Hfier the Fury bad conſulted gether the Foreman OY up. 15 85 


' The Foreman of the Jury. We deſire to bear the Ob- 
jections argued and anfwered ſeparately. We ſhall be 
better able to form a Judgment by hearing che Ts. 
while the Objection is freſh ir in our Minds. . 
39 2h nee Toobarthe Opaicn of the Jury: „ 
n 
Mr. A. I am now to diſcloſe to you a Scene, of all 
other the moſt ſurprizing. The Reſurrection has 
<< been long talked of, and to the Amazement of ev 
bone who can think freely, has been believed thro all 
Ages of the Church”. This general and conſtant Be- 
= licf creates in moſt Minds a Preſumption that it was 
founded on good Evidence. In other Caſes the Evidence 
ſupports the Credit of the Hiſtory ; but here the Evidence 
itſelf is preſfum*d only upon the Credit which the Story - 
has gain'd. f I wiſh the Books diſperſed againſt Jeſus 
by the ancient 7ews had not been loſt ; for they would 
have given us a clear Inſight into this Contrivance. _ 
das happy for us, that the very Account given by the pre. 
= tended Witneſſes of this FR att 1 is ſufficient to deſtroy che 
| Credit of it, 
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be Reſurroctien was not a thi eontrived for its. 


5 own Sake. No! It was undertaken to ſupport great Views, 
and for the Sake of great Conſequences that were to 
attend it. It will be 7 therefore to Jay before you 


thoſe Views, that you may the better judge of this Part of 


the Contrivance, when you have the whole Scene be- 
fore you. | 


The Fews were a a weak ſuperſtitions People, and, l 46 


is common ng ſuch People, gave great Credit to 
ſome traditionary Pr 
They had beſides, ſome old Books among Fa — 


they eſteemed to be Writings of certain 14 9 50 og 
td had formerly lived among them, and Me- 


ophecies about their own Country. 


mory they had in great Veneration. From ſuch old Books 
and Traditions they formed many extravagant Expecta- 


tions; and among the reſt one was, That ſome time or 
other a great victorious Prince ſhould riſe among them, 


and ſubdue all their Enemies, and make them Lords of | 


the World. In Auguſtus's Time they were in a low 
State, reduced ade: the Roman Yoke; and as they 


never wanted a Deliverer more, ſo the Eagermeſs of this 


Hope, as it happens to weak Minds, turned into a firm 
Expectation that he would ſoon come. Thus proved a 
| —— to ſome bold, and to ſome cunning Men, to 


perſonate the Prince ſo much expected; and 1 5 ** nothing 
is more natural and common to promote Rebellions, 
e than to ground them on new Prophecies, or new In- 


2-8 terpretations of old ones: Prophecies being ſuited to 


Pr 
£6 


* 


the vulgar Superſtition, and operating with the Force 
of Religion. Accordingly many * Impoſtors 
roſe, pretend ing to be the victorious Prince 


and hey and the People cho followed them periſhed in 


the Folly of their Attempt. 


But Jeſus, knowing that Victories and Triumphs are 


not things to be counterfeited ; that the Pe eople were not 
to be delivered from the Raman Yoke by 1 of 


* See Scheme of Literal Prophecy, P- 26. 
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of Rome in good ea 
ful Method. to carry on his Deſign "He 
took. upon him to e eee 


the pipe fy 


Prophets; but then he inſiſted that the true Senſe of the 

Prophecies. had been miſtaken ; that they related not to 

q the Kin 
Heaven; that the Meſlias was not to be a conquering 7 
Prince, but a ſuffering one; that he was not to come © 

with Horſes of War, and Chariots of War, but was to a4 
be meek and lowly, and riding on an Af. By this 


gdoms of this World, but to 50 Kingdom of 


means he got the common and neceſſary e ee ſor 


Rh new Revelation, which is to be built and founded on 
a a precedent Revelation. . 


To carry on this Defign, he made Choice of Twelve 


Mien 2 no Fortunes or Education, and of ſuch Under- 


$ as gave no Jealouſy that they would diſcover 
the Plot dns. is moſt wonderful, and ſhews their 
Ability; whilſt the Maſter was preaching the Kingdom 
of Heaven, theſe poor Men, not weaned from the Pre- 


Judices, of their Country, expected every Day that he 
would declare himſelf a King, and were quarrelling who 
ſhould be his firſt Miniſter, This Expectation had a 


nod ne on the Service, for it kept them conſtant 
to their Maſter. 


J muſt '« LG farther, chat the Jeus were under 


ſtrange Apprehenſions of ſupernatural Powers; and as 
their own Religion was founded on the Belief of certain 

Miracles, {aid to be wrought by their Lawgiver Moſes; 

ſo were they ever running after Wonders and Miracles, 


and ready to take up with any Stories of this Kind. Now 


as ſomething extraordinary was neceſſary to ſupport the 
Pretenſions of Jeſus, he dextrouſly laid an Weak. 
| nels of the People, and ſet up to be a Wonder-Worker. 


His Diſciples were well 3 22 receive this Impreſſion 


they law, or thought they ſaw, many ſtrange things, and 
ere able to ſpread ie Fame apd Report of chen abroad. | 


NS + See Digs of the o ac. Ch. iv. 


\ 


n 


wn ; 

5 

3 al 
© 


'-, Conſequence opens the natural Deſign 


thor. This was his Legacy 
having been well managed by them and their Succeſſors, 
has at laſt produced a Kingdom indeed; a Kingdom of 
Prieſts, who have governed the World for many Ages, 
and have been ſtrong enough to ſet Kings and Emperors 
gat Defiance. But fo it happens, the ancient tay ne ap- 
Pealed to are ſtill extant; and there being no ſuch Pro- 
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WO This Conduct had the defired Succeſs.” The Whole 
. © Country was alarmed, and full of the News of a great 


Prophet's being come among them. They were too full 


of their own Imagination, to attend to the Notion of a 
= Kingdom of Heaven: Here was one mighty in Deed 
and in Word; and they concluded, he was the very 
Prince their Nation expected. Accordingly they once 


prove wrap to ſet him up for a King; and at another time 
atten 


ed him in Triumph to Jeruſalem. This natural 


of the Attempt. 
If things had gone on ſucceſsfully to the End, *tis pro- 


bable the Kingdom of Heaven would have been changed 
into a Kingdom of this World. The Deſign indeed fails 
cd, by the Impatience and Over-haſtineſs of the Maltitude, 
which alarmed not only the Chief of the Fews, but the 
% ⁵VM % ores Te TR rt OO On on tes 
Ihe Caſe being come to this Point, and Jeſus ſeeing 
chat he could not eſcape being put to Death, he declared, 


that the ancient Prophets had foretold that the Meſſias 


ſhould dye upon a Croſs, and that he ſhould riſe again on 
5 the third Day. Here was the Foundation laid for the con- 


tinuing this Plot; which otherwiſe had died with its Au- 
to his Followers; which 


Phecies of the Death and Reſurrection of the Meſſias, 
they are a ſtanding Evidence againſt this Story. As he 


5 expected, ſo it happened, that he died on a Croſs. And 
the proſecuting of this Contrivance was left to the Ma- 


nagement of his Diſciples and Followers. Their Part is 
next to be conſider'd —— e 


Mr. B. My Lord, Since it is your Opinion that the 
Objection ſhould be conſidered ſingly, and the Gentle- 

3 man has carried his Scheme down to the Death of Chriſt, 

I think he is come to a proper Reſt; and that it is agree- 


able 


* 


Wn 


= able to your Incenton dat I Bud be admitted to 
aner. 
Fudge. You fay right, Sir, Let us hear what you an- 
fer to this Charge. 
Mr. B. My Lord, I was null to > diflurb the Gen 
tleman by breaking in upon his Scheme; otherwiſe I 
ſhould have reminded him, that this Court ſits toexamine 
5 . and not to be entertained with fine Imaginati- 
You have had a Scheme laid before you, but not 
Uo bit of Evidence to ſupport any Part of it; no, not ſo 
much as a Pretence'to any-Evidence. The Gentleman, 


I remember, was very ſorry that the old Books of the Fews = 5 1 


were loſt, which wou'd, as he ſuppoſes, have ſet forth all this 
Matter; and I agree with him, that he has much Reaſon to 
beſorry, conſidering his greatScarcity of Proof. And ſince 
I have mention d this, that I may not be to return to it 

again, I would aſk the Gentleman now, How he knows 
| Te ever were ſuch Books? And ſince if ever there were 
any, they are loſt, How he knows what they contained? 
Ic loubt I ſhall have frequent Occaſion to aſk ſuch Queſ- 


| 15 tions. It would indeed be a ſufficient Anſwer to the 


Whole, to repeat the ſeveral Suppoſitions that have been 
made, and to call for the Evidence upon which theß 
ſtand. This wou' d plainly diſcover every Part of the 
Story to be mere Fiction. But ſince the Gentleman ſeems 
to have endeavour'd to bring under one View, the many 
Inſinuations which have of late been ſpread abroad by 
different Hands, and to work the whole into a conſiſtent 
Scheme; I will, if your Patience ſhall permit, examine 
this Plot, and foe to whom the Honour of the Contri- 
. belongs. 
1 Gentleman begins whh expreſſing his << Amaze- 
ment, that the Reſurrection has been believed in all 


Ages of the Church”. If you aſk him, Why? he * ry 


muſt anſwer. Becauſe the Account of it is a F orgery : 

For *tis no Amazement to him ſurely, that a true Ac- 
count ſhould be generally well received. So that this 
Remark proceeds indeed from Confidence rather than 


| Amazement; and comes only to this, that he is * 
ere ö 


doeh all Caſes, And ir cannot be denied, bur that Truth 


as Falſhood. What general Truth is there, the Merits 
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mere was no Reſurrection: And 1 am ſure this is no 
i Evidence that there was none. Whether he is miſtaken 
in his Confidence, or I in mine, the Court muſt judge. 
The Gentleman's Obſervation, That the general Be- 
lief of the Reſurrection creates a Preſumption that it 
ſtands upon good Evidence, and therefore People look 
no farther, but follow their Fathers, as their Fathers did 
their Grandfathers before them, is in a great meaſure true; 
but it is a Truth nothing to his Purpoſe. He allows that 
the Reſurrection has been believed in all Ages of the 
Church; that is, from the very Time of the Reſurrecti. 
on: What then prevailed with thoſe who firſt received 
tt They certainly did not follow the Example of their 
Fathers. Here then is the Point. How did this Fact 
gain Credit in the World at firſt ? Credit it has gained, 
without doubt. If the Maltitade bed ran g into this 
Belief chro? Prejudice, Example, and for Company fake, 
they do in this Caſe no more, nor otherwiſe, than they 


may be receivdthro* Prejudice (as it is call d) i. e. wich. 
out examining the Proof or Merits of the Cauſe, as well 


of which all the World, or the hundredth Part, has exa- 
mined? It is ſmartly faid ſome where, That the Prieſt on- 
by continues what the Nurſe began: But the Life of the 
"Remark conſiſts in the Quaintneſs of the Antitheſis be- 
_ tween the Nurſe and the Prieſt; and owes its Support 
much more to Sound than to Senſe, For is it poſſible that 
Children ſhould not hear ſomething of the common and 
popular Opinions of their Country, whether thoſe Opi- 
nions be true or falſe? Do they not learn the common 
Maxims of Reaſon this way? Perhaps every Man firſt 
| learnt from his Nurſe, that two and two make four ; 
and whenever ſhe divides an Apple among her Children, 
| ſhe inſtils into them this Prejudice. That the Whole is 
- equal to its Parts, and all the Parts equal to the Whole; 
and yet Sir [aac Newton, (ſhame on him) what Work 
bas he made, what a Building has he erected upon the 
Poundation of this Nurſery-Learning 3 Aw to Religion, 


{FT ; 
—_— — 
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191 5 
FA there neve wilt k 155 15 
WW whether true or falſe, publickly owned. in any Country, 
= but Children have heard, and ever will hear, 5 r 
9 . of i om thoſe who are placed about them. And if 
= is, And ever mult be the Caſe, Whether the fanned x 


. be t or falſe 3 tis highly abſurd to lay Stress on 
= Obſervation, when the Queſtibn is about the Truth e 


ay Religion; for the Obſervation is indifferent ts 1 


both ſides of the Queſtion. 
We are now, I rhibk, got this' the common . 


W Lerhing, which truſt for ever, it ſeems, attend v 


; 1 Things, to be 1m 9 Shy and led into Rebellion, by 


= Nee of this Nature; and art coming to che Fry 
Mels of the Cauſe. 
And here, che Gentleman of the other ide thou cht 


foper to to begin with an Actbunt of the Peop ple of the 
homage 'The People in whoſe Country the Fact i is laid, 


and who were originally, and in Hr Reſpects princi- 1 


pally concerned in its Confer 
They were, he ſays, a wea > fiperſttious People, and 2 
liv'd under the Ihfliience of certain fetehded Proj phecies 
— Predictions; that upon this Ground they bad ſbme 

me 
great Expectations of the coming of à viftorious Prince, 
who ſhould deliver them from the Roman Yoke, and 
make them all Kings and Princes. He goes on then to 
= obſctve, how liable the People Were, in this State of 


= #dtiy one Who was 3 take upon him to per- 
Watte the Prince expe es fufther, that 
nin Fact many ch oh lehr, did 7 and 9 
Multitudes to their Rum and Peſtruction. 

1 Have laid theſe things together, becauſe I do not in- 
tend to diſpute tlieſe Matters with the Gentleman, Whe- 
ther the Feros were a weak ind ſuperſtitious People, and 
influenc'd by falſe Prophecies, ot Whether they Fad true 
Her among them, is not material to the preſent 

It is enough h for the Gentleman's Argument, 
low the Falk to be as he has ſtated it; that 2 did 


red A victorious * that they wete upon this FRE. 
She ht” x. count 
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before the Appearance of Chriſt feſus, conceived = - 
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e Opinion of the People, 3 
Prince who was to work their Deliverance... But ſo far, 
it ſeems, is this from being the Caſe, that the Charge 


upon Jeſus, that he took the contrary Part, and ſet up 
nn Oppoſition to all the 


of + oF \ \ 


: 9 N to I 8570 on by Pretenders ; all in * 
A Fact were often ſo deluded. 


This Foundation being laid, it was natural to Sperl 5 


; Nt and I believe your Lordſhip, and: every one preſent did 


„chat the Gentleman would go on to ſhew, that 
Take laid hold of this Op , ſtruck in with the 


ortunity | 
an 450 protele d himſelf to be the 


popular Notions and Prejudices 


of his Country : That he 1 5 5 the Prophecies to 


5 another Senſe and Meaning than his Countrymen did; 
and by his Expoſitions hgh” away all Hopes of their ever 
_ ſeeing the 5 Deliverer ſo much wanted and ex- 


pected. | 
1 . not how to 1 the Sen Pim 10 


285 his Concluſion to any Agreement; they ſeem to be at a 
great variance at preſent. If it be the likelieſt Method for 
_ Impoſtor to ſucceed, to build on the popular O : 
Prejudices and Prophecies of the PE; then ſurely an 
Im poſtor cannot poſſibly take a worſe Method than to ſet 
up in Oppoſition to all the Prejudices and Prophecies of 


the Country. Where was the Art and Cunning then of 
taking this Method? Cou'd any thing be ex 


inions, - 


pected from 


it, but Hatred, Contempt, and Perſecution? And did 
Chhriſt in Fact meet with any other Treatment from the 


Jes? And yet when he found, as the Gentleman allows 


he did, that he muſt periſh 1 in this Attempt, did he change 5 
his Note! ? Did he come about, and drop any Intimati- 
ons agreeable to the Notions of the People? It is not pre- 
tended. This, which in any other Caſe, which ever hap- 
pened, would be taken to be a plain Mark of great Ho- 
neſty, or great Stupidity, or of both, is in the preſent 


Caſe, Art, Policy, and Contrivancde. 
But it ſeems, Jeſus dared pot ſet up to be the vithorious 


Prince expected, for Victories are not to be counterfeited- 


hope it was no Crime in him that he did not aſſume this 
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: poſed Advantage of ſuch Foundation. 
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A Pap to introduce among Men (who in all civilized 
Countries are bred up 
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a Crime; and therefore in this Point at leaſt he is inno- 


Cent. I do not ſuppoſe, the Gentleman imagines that the 
Jeu were well founded in their Expectation of a Tem- 


poral Prince; and therefore when Chriſt oppoſed this 


|  Conceitat the manifeſt hazard of his Life ; as he certain- 
Iy had Truth on his ſide, fo the Preſumption is, that i it 
| was for the ſake of Truth that he expoſed himſelf. 


No; he wanted, we are told, the Common and Neef 


L | Foundation for a new. Revelation, the Authority of - 
= an old one to build on. Very well; I will not enquire how 


common or ho neceſſary this F oundation i is to a new Re- 


velation; for be that Caſe as it will, it is evident that in the 


Method Chriſt took, he had not, nor cou'd have the ſup- * 
For why is this 
oundation neceſſary? A Friend of the Gentleman's ſhall | | 
'<© Becauſe * it muſt be difficult, if not impoſ- 1 


in the Belief of ſome revealed p 
<< Religion) a revealed Religion wholly new, or ſuch as 
e has no Reference to a preceding one; for that would 


40 


eto proceed on a ſufficient Number of Principles neceſ- 


Preſſions of a new Religion are propoſed to be made” 


You ſee now the Reaſon of the Neceſſity of this F Sande. 5 
tion; it is that the new Teacher may have the Advantage 
of old popular Opinions, and fix himſelf upon the Preju- 
dices of the People. Had Chriſt any ſuch Advantages, 
or did he ſeek any ſuch? The People expected a victori- 


ous Prince; he told them they were miſtaken; They held 
as ſacred the Traditions of the Elders; he told them ” hoſe 


© Traditions made the Law of God of none Effect. They 
1 valued themſelves for being the peculiar P ops of God; 
he told them, that People from all nba 


ſhould bethe People of God, andſitdown with Abraham, 


p Lauc, and Facob, in the W FI 1888 Go 


* dee the Ground), Kc. p. 24. 
05 2 


. ___ | 


<< be to combat all Men on too many Reſpects, and not 


fary to be afſented to by thoſe, on whom the firſt im. 


| * God might and 7 
They wee fuperſticious inthe Obſervance of the Sabbath 
. e to their Reekonin ang broke it frequently : | 
WW Ina ard, their waſhings of Han 
ttitious Diſtinct ions of Meats, their Prayers in publick, 
their Villanies in ſecret, were. all re 
condemned by him; a by: 
that he came to deſtroy the 28 0 .* 
. "now, Sir, what Advachage had Chriſt.of your common | 
and neceffary Foundation ? What  / 
Principles owned by the People, did X 
adhered to the old e, in the true Senſe, or (Which 
is fyfficient to the preſent Argument) in a Senſe not re- 
_ ceived by the People, it was, in truth, the greateſt Diffi. 
cCulty be had to ſtruggle with. And therefore what cou 
1 Fun him, but pury a Regard 10 Truth, to take. upon = 
 himkelffo 700K Difficulties which might have been a- 
voided, cquld he have been but ſilent as to the old Re- 
9 velation, and left the People to their Imaginations? 
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: which Jeſus did, was to make choice of proper 3 5 
| to behus Diſciples. The Gentleman, has 5 
: Character; bur, as I ſuppoſe, he has. more 138 * 


, rationof: their Abilives 400 Conduct, till J bear Wet 


| there was no 3 to expe⸗ 


7 . ' 
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ed only at an he dt den 
bould be worſhipped every 


could ® worſhip | 


and Pots, theit ſuper: 


| 3 and a 
ets. #14 


Meint Number of I 
e build on? If he 


To carry on this Plot, we are told, that the next thing i 


for them before he has done, I deſixe to defer the Conſide- 


Work de has for them to do, I would. only oblerve, that 


chus far this Plot differs from all that even I. heard. of. 
| n ed take Advantage of the Prejudices of 
the People ;. gene! 


erally too. they male choice of cunning 
agrous Fellows [5 Val 8 eee 17 0 But in th ; 


en yr ns was n on 
1 y, the Gentleman tells us. = [ 


| dis whe? the Temporal. Kingdom, Fay : 


thing aimed at under this Piſguiſe He told the People 
ect . : 


"He Ho declared there was no Ground from the ancient 


and inevitable. What does he: do then? Why, to make 


"29. 


ie hould cd ech Pris: 


— Prophecies, to expect ſuch a Prince; and yet by theſe 
very Means he was working his way EO | 
| fi himſelf to be the very Prince the People 
_ We are ſtillupon the marvellous ; every Step o- 
new Wonders, I blame not the Gentleman; for what - 
this can be imagined, to give any Account of 
| tele Metres impurd 10 Chrife? be the never ſo un- 


Chriſt been charged with Enthuſiaſm, it would not have 


bees neceſſary toafſign 2 Reaſon for his Conduct: Mad- = 


neſs is unaecountable: ewe ue trofere noe unit. | 
| 55S: . 
Ca 0 an as to 1 
bim to be a Party to the Contrivance of a ſham Neſur- 
rection for himſelf; it is neceffary a 
_ Cunning tended. It was, we are told, to a W 
And indeed the Temptation was little conſider- 
ing that the chief Conductor of the Plot was to be eruct- 
y d for his Pains, But were the Means made uſe of at all 
WE. nt negro End? Yes,  fays the 8 
| that can be: diſputed for they had yas 1 
The People wauld have made him King. Very 
Why was he net King then? Why, it happened : 
| Kily that he would nor accept the Offer, but rere 5 
bimſelt from the Multitude, and lay concraled till they 
were diſperſed. I will be ſaid, that 3 
a better Judge of Affairs than the People, and faw that 
eee Ee it ſa, n 
they what follows, 
'Fhe Government was alas 
on an 8 Perſon da 


ta the Stata; and. he had Diſ- 
r enough to ſe, that his Death was:determined 


che beſt of a bad Caſe, and ta fave the Benefit of his Un- 
dertaking to thoſe who were to ſueceed him, he pretends | 
to propheſy of his Death, which he knew could not be: a- 


W. 6 . ; 


Day. 


 tikely, yet this is the only thing that can be faid. Had oa 


Ern to ey to what End hee | 
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Day... Men do not uſe to play Tricks in a#tieuls 
miortis; but this Plot had nothing common, nothing in 
the ordinary way. But what if it ſhould appear, that af-- 
ter the foretelling of his Death, (thro* Deſpair of his For- 
tunes, tis ſaid) he had it in his Power to ſet up for King 
once more, and once more refuſed the "Opportunity? 
Men in Deſpair lay hold on the leaſt Help, and never 
refuſe the greateſt. Now the. Caſe was really ſo; after he 
had foretold his Crucifixion he came to Feruſalem in the 
ttiumphant manner the Gentleman mentioned: The Peo- 


* 
2 * 


1 his Way with Boughs and Flowers, and were 


all at his Devotion: The Fer Governors lay fill for | 


fear of the People. Why was not this Opportunity laid 


huold on to ſeize the Kingdom, or at leaſt to ſecure him- 
ſeef from the ignominious Death he expected? For whoſe 
Sake was he contented to die? For whoſe Sake did he con- 
trive this Plot of his Reſurrection? Wife and Children 
he had none; his neareſt Relations gave little Credit to 
bim; his Diſciples were not fit even to be truſted with 


the Secret, nor capable to manage any Advantage that 


cou d ariſe from it. However, the Gentleman tells us, a 
Kingdom was ariſen out of this Plot, a Kingdom of 
Prieſts. But when did it ariſe ? Some hundred Years af. 

ter the Death of Chriſt, in Oppoſition to his Will, and 
- almoſt to the Subverſion of his Religion. And yet, we 
are told, this Kingdom was the thing he had in View. 

I 6am apt to think the Gentleman is perſuaded, that the 

Dominion he complains of is contrary to the Spirit of 


the Goſpel; Jam ſure ſome. of his Friends have taken 
great Pains to prove it ſo. How then can it be charged 


zs the Intention of the Goſpel to introduce it? Whatever 


the Caſe was, it cannot ſurely be ſuſpected, that Chriſt 


died to make Popes and Cardinals. The Alterations 
wich have happened in the Doctrines and Practices ot 
Churches, ſince the Chriſtian Religion was ſettled by 
ſtmoſe who had an authentick Commiſſion to ſettle it, 
are quite out of the Queſtion, when the Enquiry is 
about the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion. Chriſt and 
is Apoſtles did not vouch for the Truth of all that ſhou'd 


© I 


xt 23 "4 ; b 45 | 
"hu 8 ch in ST ime. Ny n 


told and fore warned the World againſt ſuch corrupt 
Teachers. Tis therefore abſurd to challenge the Religion 


of Chriſt; becauſe of the Corruptions which have ſpread 
= among Chriſtians: |: The Goſpel has no more Concern 

= withthem, and ought to be no more charged with them, 1 
1 chan with the Doctrines of the Alcoran. | 


There is but one Obſervation more, I think, which ; 1 


= = Gentleman made under this Head. Jeſus, bs fays, 
referred to the Authority of ancient Prophecies to prove 
{ that the Meſſias was to die and riſe again: The ancient 
Books referred to are extant, and no ſuch Prophecies, 
BY he ſays, are to be found. Now. whether the Gentleman 
= can find theſe Prophecies, or no, is not material to the 

- preſent Queſtion. -It is allowed, that Chriſt foretold his 
_ own. Death and Reſurrection; if the Reſurrection was 
managed by Fraud, Chriſt was certainly in the Fraud 
Hhimſelf, by foretelling the Fraud that was to happen: 
3 Diſprove therefore the Reſurrection, and we ſhall have 
no further Occaſion for Prophecy. On the other Side 3 
by foretelling the Reſurrection, he certainly put the 


Proof of his Miſſion on the Truth of the Event. Whe- | 


| ther it be the Character of the Meſſias, in the ancient 
Prophets or no, that he ſhould die and riſe again; with- 
== out doubt. Jeſus is not the Meſſias, if he did not riſe a- 
gain. For by his on Prophecy he made it part of tze 
Character of the Meſſias. If the Event juſtified the Pre= 
- diction, it is ſuch an Evidence as no Man of Senſe, and 
Reaſon canreject. One would naturally think, that thje 
fuoretelling his Reſurrection, and giving Tuck publick No- 
= Liceto ws gg it, that his keeneſt Enemies were fully ap- 
=—_ prized of it,. carried with it the greateſt Mark of ſincere Ds. 
Dealing. It ſtands thus far clear of the Suſpicion of 
Fraud; and had it proceeded from Enthuſiaſm, and an 
= heated. Imagination, the dead Body at leaſt would have 
-reſted in the Grave, and without further Evidence have 
confuted ſach Pretenſions. And fince the dead Body was 
'not only carried openly to the Grave, but there watched 
5 as . and yet could never e be found, 


never 
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53 faid under this/ Head, or 0 gh on | 
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a 23a dead 1 1 

ity more 16 dead By or a great Fraud 

. in this Caſe.- _ Enthuſiaſm dies with the Man, and has 

. on his dead Body. There is therefore het 

z you 1 either admit the Miracle, or 5 


Liberty cither to N 7 


Fudge. Mr. 4. Kot ane at 


with your Cauſe, | 
MI. 4. My Lord, the Obſervations I laid l 5 
| 0 were but introductory to the main Evidences on 
which the Merits of the Cauſe muſt reſt. The Gentle- 


man conchudecd, chat here muſt be a real Miracle, ora 


1 . 1 beg his Pardon: Why mi 


de the other fide muſt be admired. to after. 


p tar we havn bus tont Abodarta of this Affair, and tho 


- 2 Fraud ; a Fraud, he means, to which Jeſus nun 
Life-time was a Party. Thete 1 is, he ſays no Medium: 


5 ght it not be an Enibiſaſm 
nin che Maſter which occaſioned the Prediction, mw 
Fraud in the Ser rats who put it in Execution? . 
Mr. B. M Lord, this is new Matter, and 1 
Reply: The Gentleman opened this Tranfaction as a 
Fraud from one end to the other. No be ſuppoſes 
Chriſt to have been an honeſt; poor Enthuſiaſt, and the 
; Ditcaples only to be Cheats. . 
Judge. Sir, If you go to new Matter, The Comell ; 


Mr. 4. My Lord 1 have no ſuch Incention. ' I Was 
1 that the Account T gave of Jeſus was only to 
Introduce the Evidence that is to be laid beſore the Court. 
It cannot be expected that I ſhould know all the ſecret 
Deſigns of this Contrivance ; eſpecially conſidering 


boonglronnonts area ent, i? oa eur yo ug 


do the Plot. In ſuch a Caſe, it is enough if we cum ima- 


15 : 
85 4 p 
\ 


_ /gine what the Views probably were. And in ſuch Caſe 
* it maſt be very caſy for a Gentleman of Parts to 
contrary Imagmations, and to argus plauſibly ftom 
chem. But the Gentleman has rightly obſerved, that 
che Reſurrection be a Fraud, there is an End of all 


Peretenſions, good or bad, that were to be ſupported by 
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time, foretold his Death, and that he ſhould rife again 
the third Day: The firſt Part of his Prediction was ac? 
compliſhed ; he died upon the Croſs, and was buried: 
J will not trouble you with the Particulars of his Crucis 


. fixion, Death, and Burial; Tis a well known Story: 


Mr: B. My Lord, I defire to know whether the 
Gentleman charges any Fraud upon this Part of the 


; = Hiſtory ; perhaps he may be of Opinion b and by; 2 8 


that there was a Sleight of Hand in the < 
and that Chriſt only counterfeited Death; 
Mr. A. No, no; have no ſuch Fears: the 44 953 5 


| | ien; ; 


bo” erucify'd by his Diſciples, but by the Romans and pl 
Jeu; and they were in very good earneſt; 1 wilt 


prove beyond Contradiction; that the dead Body Wa 
fairly laid in the Tomb, and the Tomb ſealed up 3 and 


W it will be well for you, if you can get it as i pk our 
= * 5 


3 udge: 00 en with your Evidence: ab; | 
Mr. 4. My Lord, the Crucifixion being 2; NY 


5 dead Body was conveyed to a Sepulchre; and, in the 


general Opinion, there ſeem'd to be an End of the whole 
Defign: But the Governors of the Jews, watchful fof 


the Safety of the Pe _ called to mind; that Jeſus in | 
7 


his Life time had ſaid, that he would rife again on the : 
third Day: It may at firſt ſight ſeem ſtrange; that they 
ſhould give any Attention to ſucha Prophecy; a Prophecy þ 


= big with Confidence and Preſumption; and which, tb the 
== common Senſe of Mank ind, carried its Confiitation along 
A With it. And “ there snoother Nation in the World, which 


1 would not have ſlighted ſuch a vain Prognoftication 
s of a known Impoſtor/* | But they had warning 6 
bs watchful; It was not long bare that the People _ 


ha like tb have been fatally deluded, and impoſed 
on by him; in the 18 1958 Reſuſcitation of 7,254 


ve Fug? They had 75 diſcovered the Cheat * N 
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| Cafe of 1 5 had narrowly efes ache . 


gerous Conſequences of it. And tho' Jeſus was dead, 


yet he had many Diſciples and Followers” alive, Who 5 


were ready enough to combine in any Fraud to veri 
the Prediction of their Maſter. Should they ſucceed, 
the Rulers foreſaw the Conſequences in this Caſe would J 


be more fatal, than thoſe which before they had narrow- 
ly eſcaped. Upon this Account they addreſſed them- 
5 et to the Roman Governor; told him how the Caſe 
Was; and deſired that he would grant them a Guard 
to watch the Sepulchre; that the Service would not be 
long, for the Prediction limited the Reſurrection to the 
third Da Ws and when that was over, the Soldiers might 


be releaſed from the Duty. Pilate granted the Requeſt; 


8 5 and a Guard was ſet to watch the Sepulchre. 


This was not all, The Chief Prieſts took [OSU 4 


Method to prevent all Frauds, and it was the beſt could 
5 N be taken; which was to ſeal up the Door of the 


xepulchre. To underſtand to what Purpoſe this Cau- 
tion was uſed, you need only conſider what is intended 5 
by ſealing up Doors, and Boxes, or Writings. Is it 


not for the Satisfaction of all Parties concerned, that 
tbey may be ſure things are in the State they left them, 4 
\ when they come and find their Seals not injured ? ? This 
was the Method uſed by Darius, when Daniel was caſt. 

into the Lion's Den; he. ſealed the Door of the Den. 


And for what Purpoſe ? Was it not to ſatisfy. himſelf - 


and his Court, that no Art had been uſed to preſerve = 
Daniel? And when he came and ſaw Daniel ſafe, and 


his own Seal untouch'd, he was fatisfy*'d. And indeed 


5 if we conſider the thing rightly, a Seal thus uſed imports 


2 Covenant: If you deliver Writings to a Perſon ſealed, 
and he accepts them ſo, your Delivery and his Accep- 
3 N implies a Covenant between you, that the Wri- 


tings ſhall be deliver'd, and the Seal whole. And 
ſhould the Seal be broken, it would be a manifeſt Fraud 


15 and Breach of Truſt. Nay, ſo ſtrongly is this Cove- 
nant implied, that there needs no ſpecial Agreement in 


* Cale. - 1 *Tis a e which Men are * under Sf 


i 


My. * * wt * 1 
1 
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the Law of Naters, and the common CG of Nah. 7M 
kind.” When you ſend a Letter ſealed to the Poſtthouſe, 
you have not indeed a ſpecial Agreement with all Per- 


ſons thro? whoſe Hands it paſſes, that it ſhall not be 


opened by any Hand, but his only to whom it is direc- 


ted: Yet Men know themſelves to be under this Re. 
= ftraint, and that it is unlawful and diſhonourable o 
: tranſgreſs it, 

= Since then the Spb was ſealed ; nase the Seal i im- 
ported a Covenant, conſider who were the Parties of this 
Covenant. They could be no other than the chief Prieſts 
on one Side, the Apoſtles on the other, To prove this, 


no ſpecial Agreement need be ſhewn. On one ſide, there 


was a Concern to ſee the Prediction fulfilled ; on the other, 


geement was naturally this: That the Seals ſhould be o- 


pened at the time appointed for the Reſurrection, that all 


FParcies might ſee and be ſatisfied, whether the dead 1 5 
== was come to Life, or no. 8 
What now would any reaſonable Man ex pect from 
== theſe Circumftances ? Don't you expect to 1. that the 
chief Prieſts and the Apoſtles met at the time appointed, 
opened the Seals, and that the Matter in diſpute was ſet- 


tled beyond all Controverſy one way or other? But ſee 


how it happer'd. The Seals were broken, the Body 


ſtolen away in the Night by the Diſciples 3 none. of the 


chief Prieſts preſent, or ſummon'd to ſee the Seals open'd. 


The Guards, when examin'd, were forc'd to confeſs the 


Truth, tho? joined with an Acknowledgment of their 


Guilt, which made them liable to be puniſh'd by Pi- 


late”; they confeſſed that they were aſleep, and in the 


mean time that the Body was ſtolen away by the Diſciples, 
This Evidence of the Roman Soldiers, and the far 
ſtronger Evidence ariſing from the clandeſtine Manner of 


breaking up the Seals, are ſufficient Proofs of Fraud. 


But there is another Circumſtance in the Caſe of equal | 


Weight. Tho? the Seals did not prevent the Cheat entire= 


ly, Ver they effectually falſified the Prediction. Accords 


ing to the Prediction, Jeſus was bo riſe on the third Day, 


D 2 „ 
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5 to prevent Fraud in fulfilling it. The Sum of their a- 0 
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95 a the third Day, At this Time the chic? Prieſts 


5 intended to be preſent, and probably would have been 
attended 2 a great Multitude. This made it impoſſi- 
ble to play any Tricks at that time, and therefore * 


poſtles were breed to haſten the Plot; and accordingly 


6 the Reſurrection happened a Day before its time. For 
he Body was buried on the Friday, and was gone carly ; 
in the Morning on Sunday. 


by 


Theſe are plain Facts; Facts drawn FI the Acres | 


58 erte by thoſe who are Friends to the Belief of the Re- 


rection. The Gentleman won't call theſe Imagina- 


| | tons, or complain that I Dave [eng him Schemes in- i 


dead of Evidence, _ | 
Mr. B. My Lord, I am now to confidet chat part of 


1 9 the Argument upon which the Gentleman lays the great. 
elt Strels. He has given us his Evidence; mere Exi- 
gence, he ſays, unmixed and clear of all Schemes and 

Ws Imaginations, In one thing indeed he has been as good 
as his word; he has proved beyond een, that 

2 Chriſt died, and was laid in ths Sepulchre ; for without 
doubt when the Jetos ſealed the Sone „they took care 
to ſee that the Body was there; otherwiſe their Precau- ” 
tion was uſeleſs, He has proved too, that the Predic- 

tion of Chriſt concerning his own Reſurrection, was a 

thing publickly known in all Feriſalem; for he owns 

that this gave Occaſion for all the Care that was taken 
dio prevent Fraud. If this open Prediction implies a frau- 
dulent Deſign, the Evidence is ſtrong with the Gentle- 


man; but if it ſhall appear to be, What it really was, 


the greateſt Mark that could be given of Sincerity and 


plain Dealing in the whole Affair, the Evidence will be 


| ſtill as ſtrong, but the Weight of it will fall on the "MG 
| fide for the Gentleman's Purpoſe, = 


In the next place, the Gentleman ſeems to _ as a great : 


\ Lok to account for the Credit which the chief Prieſts gave 


to the Prediction of the Reſurrection, by the Care they 


ek to prevent it, He thinks the Thing in itſelf was too 
7 extravagant and abſurd to deſerve any rg and that 
3 No « one wenkd have e ſoeh a Prediction in any 


other 


* 


= ts 29 . 9 
=_ a Tine * hs | J agree with 2 8 en 
= - tirely : But then T demand of him a Reaſon why the 
_ chief Prieſts were under any Concern about this Predic- 
= tion: Was it becauſe they had plainly diſcovered him to 

= be a Cheat and an Impoſtor ? Tis impoſſible. This 
| Reaſon would have angled: them of the Folly and 
Preſumption of the Prediction. It muſt therefore neceſ- 


Life and Actions of Chriſt, which raiſed this Jealouſy, 
and made them liſten to a Prophecy i in his Cafe, which 
in any other Caſe they would have deſpiſed. And what 
= . could this be but the ſecret Conviction they were under 
= by his many Miracles of his extraordinary Powers ? This 
Gare therefore of the chief Prieſts over his dead, helpleſs 
Body, is a laſting Teſtimony of the mighty Works which 
as did in his Life-tume. For had the Jeus been 
Juaded that he performed no Wonders in his Life, 1 Pe 
_ think they iu not have been afraid of ſceing any done 
by him after his Death. 15 
But the Gentleman is of another mind. He ſays they 
had diſcovered a plain Cheat in the Caſe of Lazarus, 


= Char. my wok: al 1 Care to Je againſt a like 
Ü begin now to want Ends Iam forbid to call : 
= this Imagination; what elſe to call it, I know not. 
I. bbere is not the leaſt Intimation given from Hiſtory, 
= that there was-any Cheat in the Cafe of Lazarus, or 
1 that any one ſuſpected a Cheat. Lazarus lived in the 
Country after he was raiſed from the Dead; and tho? his 
5 ik 28 Life Was ſecretly and baſely ſought after, yer no body | 
had the Courage to call him to a Tryal for his part of the 
Cheat. It may be ſaid perhaps the Rulers were 3 Ny 
== Very well: But they were not terrify'd when they had 
WE Chriſt in their Poſſehon, when they brought him to a 
Tryal; why did they not then 1 this Cheat to 
Chriſt? It would have been much to their Purpoſe. In- 
ſtead of that, they accuſe him of a Deſign to pull down 
flicir Fea ple, to deſtroy their r and of Blaſ va: 3, 
c 


farily be, that they had diſcovered ſomething in te 


hom Chriſt had pretended to raiſe from the Dead; and 
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but not.one * of e any Fraud 1 in the Caſe of Lazarus, 


king in it too many Circumſtances for your preſent Con- 


ſtates it, That the Cheat, in the Caſe of Lazarus, was 
detected. What Conſequence is to be expected? In all o- 
ther Caſes, Impoſtors, once diſcoyered, grow odious 
and contemptible, and quite incapable of doing further 
Miſchief: So little are they regarded, that even when 
they tell the Truth, they are neglected. Was it ſo in this 
Caſe? No, ſays the Gentleman, the Jews were the more 
careful that Chriſt ſhou'd not cheat them in his own Re- 


to n him, and thought his Death would put an end to 


| when he was dead, but were afraid he ſhould prove a 


8 he Care was that the chief Prieſts took. I agree perfe&t- { 
| ly with him. Human Policy cou'd not invent a more 


They delivered the Sepulchre, with the dead Body in it, 
from their Officer to watch the Sepulchre. Their Care 


Ws Uke of Seals when applied to ſuch Purpoſes: They im- 
ply, he fays, a Covenant that the Things ſealed up ſhall 


ter into the Learning about Seals: Let it be as the Gan | 


"net 


or any other Caſe, 
But not to enter into the Merits of thi Cadſe Ih - 


fideration ; let us take the Caſe to be as the Gentleman 


ſurrection. Surely this is a moſt ſingular Caſe : when the 
People thought him a Prophet, the chief Prieſts ſought 5 


his Pretenſions: When they and the People had diſcove- 
red him to be a Cheat, then they thought him not ſafe, even ?, 


true r ons and, according to his own ee riſe 
TS Weile, a prepoſterous Fear. 55 
75 the next place, the Gentleman tells us how proper 


per Method to guard againſt and prevent all Fraud. 
to a Company of Roman Soldiers, who had Orders 


went further ſtill, they ſealed the Door of the Sepulchre. 
Upon this Occaſion, the Gentleman has explained the 


remain in the Condition they are, till the Parties 15 the 
ſealing are agreed to open them. I ſee no Reaſon to en- 


tleman has opened it. What then? . 

Why then, it ſeems, the Apoſtles and chief Prieſts wei C 
in a ene mer Sars eh 2 ONS be: no eat coo l i 
lea 5 


E's 
— | : . 


„„ 
9 4 teſt no opening of the Door, till they m met extogetherat ati 
ip inted Time to view and unſeal the Door. 

5 our Lordſhip and the Court will now con6did the 
Probability of this Suppoſition. When Chriſt was ſeized 
and carried to his Tryal, his Diſciples fled, and hid them- 
ſelves for fear of the Zews, out of a juſt Apprehenfionthat | 
they ſhou'd, if apprehended, be ſacrificed with their Ma- 


ſter. Pater indeed followed him, but his Courage ſoon 
failed, and *tis well known in what manner he denied 


him. Aſter the Death of Chriſt, his Diſciples were ſo far 


. | from being ready to engage for his Reſurrection, or to en- 
= ter into Terms and Agreements for the Manner in which 


it ſhould be done, that they themſelves did not believe it 
ever wou'd be. They gave over all Hopes and Thoughts 


== ofit; and far fromentrin g into Engagements withthe chief 


Priefts, their whole Concern was to keep themſelves con- 
8 cealed from them. This is a well known Caſe, and will 


not trouble you with particular Authorities to prove this 


Truth. Can any Man now in his right Senſes, think that 
the Diſciples, under theſe Circumſtances, entred into this 
Covenant with the Jets? I believe the Gentleman dont 
think it, and for that Reaſon ſays, that Seals ſo uſed import 
a Covenant without a ſpecial Agreement. Be it ſo; and it 
muſt then be allowed, that the Apoſtles were no more 
concerned in theſe Seals, than every other Man in the Coun- 
try, and no more anſwerable for them; for the Covenant 
reached to every body as well as to them, ſince hey: were 
under no ſpecial Contract. 
But I beg Pardon for "9 your t time e ; 
= when the ſimple plain Account of this Matter, will belt 
= anſwerall theſe Jealouſies and Suſpicions. The Fews, tis 
plain, were exceedingly ſollicitous about this 5 
For this Reaſon they obtain'd a Guard from Pilate; and 
when they had, they were ſtill ſuſpicious leſt their Guards 


== ſhould deceive them, and enter into Combination againſt 


them. To ſecure this Point, they ſealed the Door, and 
required of the Guards to deliver up the Sepulchre to 
= them ſcaled as it was. This is the natural and true Ac- 
195 F count of che Matter. Do but conlider it in a ee 
1 5 
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ſter. The Apoſtles are not much wronged in - this 
Account. And is it likely that ſuch Men ſhot d engage 


% 2 Prins ſhould Gs Gord FRE Dae 4 


of his Treafury 3 and the Officer who placed the Guard: 
' ſhould ſeal the Door, and ſay to the Soldiers, you ſhall 


be anfwerable for the Seal if I find it broken: Word. 
not all the World underſtand the Seal to be fixed to guard 
againſt the Soldiers, who might, tho? employed to : 
off others, be ready enough to pilfer theniſelves ? This 


i in all ſack Cafes but a neceſſary Care; you may 


place Guards, and when you do, all is in their Power 4 5 { 


Er quis cuftodes cuſtodiat ipſos? 


T... all this Clare, the 


| Seals were broken, and the Body gone: Ifyou complain 
of this, Sir, demand Satisfaction of your Guards, they 


only are reſponſible for it. The W had no ers 
to do in it, than you or I. 2 8 1 


The Guards, the Gentleman fays, have confeitdl as 2 
Fruth, and owned that they were aſleep, and that 'the 

1 Diſciples | in the mean Time ſtole away the Body. I wiſh 

the Guards were in Court, I wou'd aſk them, how they 
came to be ſo punctual in relating what ha 

they were aſleep; what induced them to be] 


ppen'd wen 
1eve that the 
Body was ftolen at all; what, that it was ſtolen by the 
Diſciples, fince by their own Corfeſſion they were aſleep, | 
and faw nothing, ſaw nobody. But fince they are not 


to be had, I wouꝰ d defire to aſk the Gentleman the fame 


Queftions 3 and whether he has any Authorities in 


Point, to fhew that ever any Man was admicted as ag 
Evidence in any Court to prove a Fact which happer'd 
when he was aſleep. I fee the Gentleman is ! 


Pl preſs the Matter no further. | 
As this Story has no Evidence to ſup port it, ſo nei - 
ther has it any Probability. The Gentleman has given 


you the Character of the Difſci ples, that they were weak 


t Men, full of the pop ra every and Su- 


| Perſtitions of their Country; which tack cloſe to chem, 


notwithſtanding their long acquaintance with their Ma- 


in 0 9 a Deſign as to teat away the Body, in 
= wth I 1 


nam What cou d tempt them to it? What good cou'd 
che dead Body do them ? or if it cou'd have done them 
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combined Power of the Fews and No- 


any, what Hope had they to ſucceed in their Attempt ? 


bk A dead Body is not to be removed by ſleight of Hand; 


it requires many Hands to move it. Beſides, the great 


3 | Stone at the Mouth of the Sepulchre was to be removed; 
== which could not be done filently, or by Men nh: iv 


tiptoes to prevent diſcovery, ſo that if the Guards had 
really been aſleep, yet there was no Encouragement to 
go on this Enterprize: For it is hardly poſſible to ſup- 


4 poſe, but- that rolling away the Stone, moving the Body, 
che Hurry and Confuſion in carrying it off, muſt awaken 


But ſuppoſing the thing practicable, yet the Attempt 


was ſuch as the Diſciples conſiſtently with their own No- 


tions cou'd not undertake.' The Gentleman ſays, they 
contin ed all their Maſter's Life: time to expect ro ſee him 


a temporal Prince 3 and a Friend of the Gentlemar's *hag | 


obſerved, what is equally true, that they had the fame Ex- 
pectation after his Death. Conſider now their Cafe! 
Their Maſter was Dead; and they are to contrive to 
ſteal away his Body. For what? Did they expect to 
make a King of the dead Body, if they cou d get it into 
their Power? Or did they think, if they had it, they 
cou'd raiſe it to Life again ? If they truſted ſo far to 


their Maſter's. Prediction, as to expect his Reſurrection, 


(which I think is evident they did not) cou d they yet 


think the Reſurrection depended on their having the dead 


Body? It is in all Views abſurd. But the Gentleman 
ſuppoſes, that they meant to carry on the Deſign for 


themſelves in their Maſter's Name, if they cou'd but 


Dead. But he does not conſider that by this Suppoſiti- 
on he {trips the Diſciples of every part of their Charac- 
ter at once, and preſents to us a new Set of Men in every 
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bribed the Guards: to te 


«1 


be "RO plain weak Men; but theſe are bold, 0 
gunning, and contriving. The former were full of the 


Superſtition of their Country, and expected a Prince from 
the of ©0108 of their Prophets; but theſe are deſpiſers 


of the Praphets, and of the Notions of their Countrymen, 
and are deſigning to turn theſe Fables to their own Ad- 
vantage: For it cannot be ſuppoſed that they believed 
the Prophets, and at the fame time thought to accom- 
pliſh, or defeat them, by ſq manifeſt a Cheat, to which ; 


they themſelves, at leaſt, were confcious, 
But let us take leave of theſe Suppoſitions, and ſee how: 


the true Evidence in this Caſe ſtands, Guards were pla- 


ged, and they did their Duty. But what are Guards and 


: Dede againſt the Power of God! An Angel of the 
Lord hen the Sepulchre, the Guards faw him, and 
became like dead Men, This Account they gave to the 
chief Prieſts z who ſtill ee in their Obſtinacy, 


he contradictory ny , of l 


their being aſleep, and the Body ſtolen. - | 
I cannot but abſerve to your Lordſhip, that all theſe 


1 Circumſtances , ſo much queſtioned and ſuſpected, were 
neceſſary Circumſtances, ſuppoſing the Reſurrection to 
be true. The Seal was broken, the Body came out of 


the Sepulchre, the Guards were placed in vain to prevent 


nit. He it ſo; I defire to know whether the Gentleman 
/ thinks that the Seal put God under Covenant z or cou'd 
preſoribe to him a Method of performing thisgreat Work? 

. Or whether he thinks the Guards were placed to maintain 


the Seal, in Qppoſition to the Power of God? If he will 
maintain neither of theſe Points, then the opening the 
Seals, notwithſtanding the Guard ſet upon them will be 
an Evidence, not af the Fraud, but of the Power of the 


Reſurrection; and the Guards will have nothing to an- 
' {wer for, but only this, that they were not ſtronger than 
| God. The Seal was a proper Check upon the Guards; 
the Ferys had no other Meaning in it; they cou'd not be 
& ſtupid, as ta imagine that they could by this Contri- 
vance diſappoint the Deſigns of Providence. And it is 
1 e to hear theſe Range made ufc of to 


1 


— 


by 
\ 12 
1 = 

o [ = 
\ It 
Fo. 


y a7 ; z *4 
* 8 WAS 4 } 
J 4 . Af F ARE 
. — nh 4 1 | 
? W A; . ' 
RP ; 4s Y > 
* 62 41 ond 
4 ; * . 


®: 


* 


prove the Reſurrection to be a Fraud, which yet could ! ! 


hot but happen, ſuppoſing the Reſurrection to be true. 
Baut there is another Circumſtance ſtill, which the Gen 
tleman reckons very material; and upon which, I find 


great Streſs is laid. The Reſurrection happened, we ate 


W the Chief Prieſts, and probably great Numbers of the 


People, were prepared to viſit the Sepulchre at that time; 


and therefore the Diſciples were under 4 Neceſſity of 


W haftening their Plot. 


Juards, 


This Obſervation is entirely inconfiſtent with the Suppòs 
= ſition upon which the Reaſoning ſtands, The Gentleman 
haas all along ſuppoſed the Reſurrection to have been mas 
naged by Fraud, and not by Violence; and indeed Vi- 
= olence; if there had been an Opportunity of uſing it, wou'd 
have been inſignificant, Beating the Guards, and temcs 
ving the dead Body by Force, ' wou'd have ring Fo all 
Pretences to a Reſurrection. Now ſurely the 

== ſuppoſing them not to be enow in Number to withſtand 


* 


* told, a Day ſboner than the Prediction imported. The 
= Reaſon aſſigned for it is, that the Execution of the Plot 


all Violence, were atleaſt ſufficient to prevetit br to diſ- 


cover Fraud. What Occaſion then to haſten the Plot for 
fear of Numbers meeting at the Tomb, fince there werè 
LNumbers always preſent ſufficient to diſcovet any Fraud; 
the only Method that cou'd be uſed in the Caſe, © 
= Suppoſe then that we cou'd not give a ſatisfactory Ac: 
count of the way of reckoning the Time from the Cruciz 
== fixion to the Reſurrection; yet this we can ſay, That the 
KReſurrection happened during the Time that the Guards 
had the Sepulchre in keeping, and tis impoſſible ts ima- 
eine what Opportunity this could give to Fraud: Had 


* 7 Wy 
>" Xo os 


the Time been delayed; the Guards removed, and tlien 


x ij | ted Hour, were withdrawn? but now what is to be objec- 
WE ted? You think he came tod ſoon; But were not your 
1 FES 


a Reſurrection pretended, it might with ſome Colour of 

EkRKReaſon have been ſaid, Why did he not conie within his 
Time? Why did he chuſe to come after his Time, when 
all Witneſſes, who had patiently expected tlie appoin- 


F 2 


_ 


1 
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1 dards at the Dog ow he came? Did hy not bee 
Phat happened? And what other Satisfaction cou'd you 
have had, ſuppoſing he had come a Day later? 


By ſaying of this, I do not mean to decline the Gen- 


| tlemar? $Objection, which is founded upon a Miſtake of 
- a way of ſpeaking, common to the Jeus and other Peo- 
i 2 who, when they name any Number of Days and 


ears, include the firſt and the laſt of the Days or Years 


to make up the Sum. Chriſt, alluding to his'own Reſur- 
rection, = In three Days 1 will raiſe it up. The An- 
gels report his Prediction thus, The Son of Man ſhall be 
 rrucifyd, and the third Day riſe again. Elſewhere it is 
_ faid, after three Days; and again, that he was to be in 
the Bowels of the Earth three Days and three Nights. 

Theſe Expreſſions are equivalent to each other, > we 


always reckon the Night into the Day, when we reckon 


by o many Days. If you agree to do a thing ten Days 
begnce, you ſtipulate for Forbearance for the Nights as 
well as Days; and therefore in Reckoning, two Days, 


and two Days and two Nights, are the fame thing. That 


i the Expreſſion, after three Days, means incluſive Days, 
is proved by Erotius on Matt. xxvii. 6g. and by others, 
I The Prediction therefore was, that he wou'd riſe on the 

1 third Day. Now, he was crucify'd on Friday, and bu- 
ried; Fe Gn in the Grave all Saturday, and roſe early on 
nde 

not to 1 8 riſen till Monday. Pray try what the Uſe 
of common Language requires to be underſtood in a like 
ER Cafe.” Suppoſe you were told, that your F riend ſicken'd 
on Friday, was let Blood on Caturday, and the third Day 
he died; what Day wou'd you think he died on? If you 
have any Doubt about it, put the veſtion to the Leſt 

; plain Man you meet, and he will reſolve it. The Fews 


orning. But the Gentleman thinlæs he ought 


cou'd have no Doubt in this Caſe ; for ſo they practiſed 


in one of the higheſt Points of their Law. Every Male 


Child was to be Fiete on the eighth Do. How 
did they reckon the Days? Why, the Pay of the Birth 


was one, and the 534 of the Circumcilion another; 


and tho a Child was Tra towards 4 very End 1 h 


- ? 


— 


l 


= firſt Day, he was capable of Circumciſion on any time 
= of the eighth Day. And therefore it is not new nor ſtrange 
= that the third Day, in our Caſe, ſhou d be reckoned in- 
= to the Number, tho? Chriſt roſe at the very beginning 
= of it. It is more ſtrange to reckon whole Years in this 
manner; and yet this is the conſtant Method obſerved 
in Ptolemy's Canon, the moſt valuable Piece of ancient 
Chronology, next to the Bible, now extant. If a King 
lived over the firſt Day of a Year, and died the Week 
after, that whole Year is reckoned to his Reign. 
I have now gone through the ſeveral Objections up- 
on this Head; what Credit they may gain in this Age, 
J know not; but tis plain they had no Credit, when 
they were firſt ſpread abroad; nay tis evident that the 
very Perſons who ſet abroad this Story of the Body be- 
ing ſtolen, did not believe it themſelves. And not to 
inſiſt here upon the plain Fact, which was, that the 
Guards were hired to tell this Lye by the chief Prieſts, 
it will appear from the After Conduct of the chief Prieſts 
themſelves, that they were conſcious that the Story was 
falſe. Not long after the Reſurrection of Chriſt, te 
Diſciples having received new Power from above, ap- 
peared publickly in Jeruſalem, and in the very Tem- 
ple, and teſtified the Reſurrection of Chriſt, even be- 
fore thoſe who had murdered him. What now do the 
chief Prieſts do? They ſeize upon the Apoſtles, they 
threaten them, they beat them, they ſcourge them, h 
all to ſtop their. Mouths, inſiſting that they ſhould ſay no 
more of the Matter. But why did they not, when they 7 
had the Diſciples in their Power, charge them dire&tly | 
with their notorious Cheat in ſtealing the Body, and ex- '/ ? 
| pole them to the People as Impoſtors ? This had been 
much more to their Purpoſe, than all their Menaces and 
ill Uſage, and would more effectually have undeceived 
== the People. But of this not one Word is ſaid. They 
try to murder them, enter into Combinations to aſſaſſi- 
nate them, prevail with Herod to put one of them to 
Death; but not ſo much as a Charge againſt them of 
any Fraud in the Reſurrection. Their Orator Tertullus,  _ 


171 


55 win exiuldnce Have, tn egg Topick of berg. 
mation, had there been but a Suſpicion to ſupport it, is 
quite ſilent on this Head, and is content to flouriſn on the 
Common- Place of Sedition and Hereſy, profanin the”. 
Temple, and the like; very Trifles to his Cauſe, in 
compariſon to the other Acouſt) had there been any” 
Ground to make uſe of it. And yet as it happens, we are 
ſure the very neſtion of the Reſurrection came under 
Debate; or Feſtus tells King Agrippa, that the Jews" 
had certain Queſtions againſt Paul, of one Feſus which 
as dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive. After this, 
Axrippba hears Paul himſelf; and had he ſuſpected, 
much leſs had he been convinced that there was a Cheat 
n the Reſurrection, he would hardly have ſaid to Paul 
at the End of the Conference, Almoſt thou ee me 
eee 15 ö 
But let us ſee what the Ginteit and Senate of the Chil: 5 
aa of Trae! thought of this Matter, in the moſt ſolemm 
and ſerious Deliberation they ever had about it. Not 
long after the Reſurrection, the Apoſtles were taken; 
the High Prieſt thought the Matter of that Weight, that 
he ſummoned the Council and Senate of the Children of 
IJrael. The Apoſtles are brought before them, and 
make their Defence. Part of their Defence is in theſe 
Words; 3 The God of.our Fathers raiſed up Jeſus, whom 
ye flew and hanged on a Tree. The Defence was indeed 

A 8 Charge upon the Senate, and in the Warmth of 
their Anger, their firſt Reſolution was to ſlay them all. 
But Gamaliel, one of the Council, ſtood up, and told 
them, that the Matter deſerved more Conſideration. 
He recounted to them the Hiſtory of ſeveral Impoſtors 
who had periſhed, and concluded with reſpect to the Caſe 
of the Apoſtles then before them; If this Work be of Men, 
it will come to nought 3 But if it be of God, ye cannot over- 
throw it, leſt baply.ye be found to fight againſt God; The 
Council agreed to this Advice, and after ſome ill Treat- - 
ment, the Apoſtles were-diſcharged. I aſk now, and let 


a7 


any 


ui 


ny Man FER common Senſe anfbrer; Could Gamaliel 
g y have given this Advice, and wot poſed that the 


nd of God might be with the Apoſtles, if he had 


known that there was a Cheat rag in the Reſur- 


rection of Jeſus? Could the whole Senate have followed 


: | chis Advice, had they believed the Diſcovery of the Cheat? 


Was there not amo 73 them one Man wiſe enough to ſay, 
How can you ſuppoſe God to have any thing to do in 
this Affair, when the Reſurrection of Jeſus, upon which 
all depends, Was a notorious Cheat, and maniteſtly pro- 


ved to be:ſo? I ſhould ſſen the Weight of this Au- 
thority by ſaying more, and t erefore I will reſt here, and 
give way to the Gentleman to go on with his Accuſation. 


Mr. A. My Lord, before I proceed any further, I 


beg leave to ſay a few Words in N to "_ the Gen- 
tleman has offered on this Head. 


The Gentleman thinks that the Detection i in the Caſe 


of Laxdres ought to have made the Jes quite uncon- 


cerned in the Caſe of Jeſus, and ſecure as to the Event 


= of his own Reſurrection. He ſays very true, ſuppoſing 


their Care had been for themſelves: But Governors have 
== another Care upon their Hands, the Care of their Peo- 
= ple; and*tis not enough for them to guard againſt be- 


ing impoſed on themſelves, they muſt be watchful to 
guard the Multitude againſt Frauds and Deceits. The 


Chief Prieſts were ſatisfied indeed of the Fraud in the 


Caſe of Lazarus, yet they ſaw the People deceived by 
it; and for this Reaſon, and not for their own Satisfac- 


| = tion, they uſed the Caution in the Caſe of the Reſurrec- 
tion of Jeſus, which I before laid before you. In ſo doing, 
== they are well juſtified, and the Inconſiſtency charged on 


che other ſide, between their Opinion of Jeſus, and their 

Pear of being impoſed on by his Fee Reſurrecti- ug 

1 75 on, is fully anſwered. 
I) be next e ate relates: to the Seal of the Sepul- 

17 chre. The Gentleman thinks the Seal was uſed sa Check 


1 4 upon the Roman Soldiers. But what Reaſon had the Jets 


d ſuſpect them? They were not Diſciples of Jeſus; they 
Ford were Servants of the Roman 9 and employed 


in 
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inthe Service o I : And zin to de E Court, 

ge, Whether the Fews ſet the Seal to guard againſt 
2 Friends or their Enemies. But if the Seals were re- 
Ally uſed againſt the Guards, then the breaking of the Seals 
is a Proof that the Guards were — 2 And if bo, 
tis eaſy to conceive how the Body was removed. 
As to the Diſciples, the Gentleman obſerves, that e 
1 allotted them in the Management of the Reſurrecti· 
on, ſuppoſes an unaccountable Change in their Character. 


It will not be long before the Gentleman will have Oe- 


caſion for as great a Change in their Character; for theſe 
weak Men you will find ſoon employed in converting the 
World, and ſent to appear before Kings and Princes in 
the Name of their Maſter; ſoon you will ſee them grow 


wWiſe and powerful, and every way qualified for their ex. 


tenſive and important Buſineſs. The only Difference be · 
tween me and the Gentleman on the other ſide will be 


| found-to be this, that I date this Change a little earlier 
than he does. A ſmall matter furdys to Ane 58 
Right of this Controverſy Wa {i wa 


The laſt Obſervation relutes- to King nde s Com- 
plaiſance to Paul, and GamaliePs Advice. I cannot an- 
fer for Agrippa's Meaning, but certainly he meant but 


SE yo-v6e aaled by diene 
we know that he never did turn Chriſtian. | As for Ga- 


maliel, tis probable that he ſaw great Numbers of the 
People engaged zealouſly in favour-of the Apoſtles, and 
might-think 1t prudent to paſs the Matter over-in Silence, 
and not to come to Extremities. This is a common 
Ae! in all Governments; the Multitude, and their Lead : 
ers often: eſcape Puniſhment, not becauſe they do not 
deſerve it, but | becauſe it is not in ſome Circumſtance 
prudent to exact it. 

[ paſs over theſe things lightly, becauſe the nent Ant. 


dle contains the great, to us indeed, who live at this diſ- 
tance, the only great Queſtion; for whatever Reaſon the 


Jrtos had to believe the Reſurrection, it is nothing to us, 
unleſs the Stor y-has been conveyed to us upon ſuch Evi- 


My 


* 


4 Article of this Caſey the Nature of the Evidence upon 
= which the Credit of the Reſurrection ſtands. Before 1 


MV Lord, IS. PA li ant ini 


5 | ehquire into the Qualifications of the particular Witneſſes 


= whoſe Words we are defired to take in this Caſe; I would 
ala, why this Evidence, which manifeſtly relates to the | 


© molt eflential Point of Chriſtianity, was nor put beyond © 


= all Exception? Many of the Miracles of Chrift are faid . 
to be done in the Streets, nay even in the Temple, under 
== the Obſervation of all the World; but the like is not ſo 
much as pretended as to this; nay, we have it upon the 
== Confeſfion of Pater, the Ringleader of the Apoftles, 

that Chriſt appeared Not to all the People, but unto 
= Fitneſs choſen before of God, Why picking and culling 
of Witneſſes in this Caſe more than 1 any other? Does 
it not import ſome Suſpicion, raiſe ſome Jealoufy chat 
this Caſe would not bear the publick Light. 


I would aſk more particularly, Why did not Jelus af. 4 


ter his Reſurrection appear openly to the chief Priefts and 
= Rulers of the es? Sinee his Commiſſion related tothem 
nn an eſpecial manner, why were not his Credentials laid 
= before them? The Reſurrection is acknowledged to be 

te chief Proof of his Miſſion, why then was it conceal- 
ed from thoſe who were more than all others concerned 
in the Event of his Miſſion? Suppoſe an Ambaſſador 
from ſome foreigh Prinee ſhou'd' come into E gland, 

== make his publick Entry thro” the City, pay and receive 
= Vikits, and at laſt refuſe to ſhew any Letters of Credence, 
or to wait on the King, what OA you think of him? 
Whatever you would think in that Caſe, you mult think 
| in chis, for there is no Difference between them. 


But we muſt take the Evidence as it is; it was chought 7 


ff popen in this Caſe, to have ſelect choſen Witneſſes; and 
we muſt conſider who they were, and what reaſon we 
3 have to take their Word. 


e e was an Angel, of Ange 6. „ 


x peared like Men to ſome Women who, went curly 0 
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das... If they. appeared. like Men; u upon Ss 


not their Evidence that we are to follow in this Caſe.” 


the Credit of another Apparition; and the firſt Appari- 
tion hath not ſo much as the Evidence of the Women to 


rance, and Fear. Eyery Country can afford an hundred 


of Superſtition; poor filly Women therefore in this Caſe 
Y teſt this Fact. One Part of the Account given of them 


the Court to judge, how well duale ey were to give” 


' Diſcourſe about himſelf; and ſpent much time, till it be- 
72 = the Death and Reſurrection of the Meſſias. All this 
an Houſe to lodge together, at Supper he broke Bread, 


fore upon what Account you reject the Evidence of their 


"Cant 


ground are we to take them for Angels? The Women 
ſaw Men, and therefore they can witneſs only to the ſeeing 
of Men : But I ſuppoſe it is the Womens Judgment, and 


„ 35 
.* 
1 
"ou Ws 

t 


Here then we have a Story of one Apparition to ſupport - 


ſupport it, but is grounded on their Superſtition; Igno- 


Inſtances of this Kind; and there is this common to them 
all, that as Learning and Common Senſe prevail in any 
Country, they die away and are no more heard of. * 

The next Witneſſes are the Women themſelves: The 
wiſcſt Men can hardly guard themſelves againſt the Fears 


muſt needs be unexceptionable Witneſſes; and fit to be 
admitted into the Number of the choſen. Witneſſes to at- 


is very. rational, that they were ſurprized and frightned 
beyond Meaſure; and I leave. it to your Lordſhip and 


A ant Relation of what paſſet. 


Alter this, Jeſus appears to two of his Diſciples asthey. 
were upon 4. Journey; he joins them, and introduces a 


gan to grow dark, in expounding the Prophecies relating 
while the Diſciples knew him not. But then going into 


and gave it to them; immediately they knew him; im- 
mediately he vaniſhed. Here then aretwo Witneſſes more: 
But what will you call them? Eye Witneſſes? Why their 

Eyes were open, and they had their Senſes, when he rea- 
ſoned with them and they knew him not. So far there 
fore they are Witneſſes that ĩt was not he. Tell us there- 


Senſe, before the breaking of the Bread, and inſiſt on it 
afterwards? ? and why did Jaber vaniſh as ſoon as _—_ 


# 


1. 5 4 


J | es | JF 


WF which has more of the Air of an Apparition, than of the 
Appearance of a real Man reſtored to Life? 
|  Cleopas, who was one of theſe two Diſciples, finds out the, 
BS Apoſtles, to make the Report of what had paſſed to them 
No ſooner was the Story told, but Jeſus appears amon 
chem. They were all frightned and confounded, and 
BE thoughtthey ſawa Spectre. Herebukesthem for Infidelity, 6 
and their Slowneſs in believing the Prophecies of his Refur- 
rection; and tho? he refuſed before to let the Women 
touch him, (a Circumſtance which I ought not to have 
== omitted ; ) yet now he invites the Apoſtles to handle him, 
to examine his Hands and Feet, and ſearch the Wounds 
of the Croſs. But what Body was it they examin'd? The 
ſame that came in when the Doors were ſhut; the ame 
chat vaniſh'd from the Two Diſciples; the ſame that the 
Women might not touch: In a word, a Body quite dif- 
ferent from an human Body, which we know cannot pals 
== thro* Walls, or appear or diſappear at pleaſure... What | 
chen could their Hands or Eyes inform them of in this 
= Caſe? Beſides, is it credible that God ſhould raiſe a Body 9 
imperfectly, with the very Wounds init of which it died? 
Or if the wounds were ſuch as deſtroy*d the Body before, 
== how cou'd a natural Body ſubſiſt with them afterwards? 
Ik) bere are more Appearances'of Jeſus recorded, but 
ſo much of the ſame kind, ſo liable to the fame Diffi- 
culties and Objections, that I will not trouble your Lord- 
=X ſhip and the Court with a diſtinct Enumeration of them. 
jf the Gentleman on the other Side finds any Advantage 
in any of them more than in theſe mention'd, I ſhall have 
an Opportunity to conſider them in my Reply, * 
It may ſeem ſurprizing to you perhaps, that a Matter 
of this Moment was truſted upon ſuch Evidence as this: 
But it will be ſtill more ſurprizing to conſider, that the ſex 
veral Nations who receiv'd the Goſpel, and ſubmitted to 
the Faith of this Article, had not even this Evidence: 
For what People or Nation had the Evidence of the An- 
gels, the Women, or even of all the Apoſtles ? So far 
from it, that every Country had its ſingle Apoſtle, and 
== rccciv*d the Faith upon the Credit of his fingle Evidence, 


w. have follow'd gekenn 


; and if 
ou examine the thi to the bottom, our] Was eri 
bi ally built upon the Word of one Man. 


; I fhall 8 ou, Sir, but with one Obſervationmore, 
Which is this: That altho! in common Lafe we act in 4 
thouſand Inſtances upon the Faith and Credit of human 
Teſtimony yet the Reaſon for ſo is not the ſame 
in the Caſe before us. In common Affaim, where no- 
thing is aſſerted but what is probable, and poſſible, and 
according to the uſual Courſe of Nature, a reaſonable Pe- 
gree of Evidence ought to determine every Man, For the 
_ very Probability, or Poſſibility of the thing, is a Sup - 
dort to the Evidence; and in ſuch Caſes we have no 
Doubt but a Man's Senſes qualify him to be a Witneſs, 
ut when the thing teſtified is contrary to the Order of 
Nature, and, at firſt fight at leaſt impoſſible, what E. 
vidence can be ſufficient to overturn. the conſtant Evi, 
detence of Nature, which ſhe gives us in the uniform and 
regular Method of her Operations? If a Man tells me 
he has been in Frauce, I ought to give a Reaſon for not 
believing him; but if he tells me he comes from the 
Grave, what Reaſon can he give why I ſhou'd believe 
him? In the Caſe before us, ſince the Body raiſed from 
the Grave differed from common natural Bodies, as we 
have before ſeen 3 how can I be aſſured that the Apo- 
ſtles Senſes qualified them to judge at all of this Body, 
whether jt was the ſame, or not the ſame which was bu- 
tied? They handled the Body, which yet cou'd paſs 
a through Doors and Walls; they ſaw it, and ſometimes 
knew it, at other times knew it not, In a word, it 
ſeems to be a Cafe exempt from human Evidence. Men 
have limited Senſes, and a limited Reaſon 3 when they 
at within their Foe we may give Credit to them; 
but when ow talk of 9 removed beyond the Reach 
2 their Senſes and Reaſon, we muſt quit our own, if 
lieve theirs. 


; Mr. ee Lond, | In anſwering the Obje&ions under 
| my ſelf obliged to c the Or- 
ri be Zentleman thought proper to u. 
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ah complaining, that Chriſt did not appea 
to the Fecos after his Reſurrection, and eſpeci- 


publick! 


gue, as if ſuch Evidence wou'd have put the Matter in 
zeſtion out of all doubt ; but he concluded with an Ob- 
vation, to prove that no Evidence in this Caſe can be 


le to be prov 


lar Evidence of the Reſurrection of Chriſt, ſo long as 


firſt place, chat ic may not lie as a dead Weight upon 
— to offer in Support of the Evidence of Chriſt's 
The Gentleman allows it to be reaſonable in many 


== Caſes to act upon the Teſtimony and Credit of others; 


but he thinks this ſhould be confined to ſuch Caſes, where 


W the Thing teſtified is probable, poſible, and according 19 


the uſual Courſe of Nature. The Gentleman does not, I 


= ſuppoſe, pretend to know the Extent of all natural Poſſi- 


ities, much leſs will he ſuppoſe them to be generally 
known ; and therefore his Meaning muſt be, that the 
Teſtimony of Witneſſes is to be receiv'd only in Caſes 
which appear to us to be poſſible, In any other Senſe 


2 = we can have no Diſpute ; for mere Impoſſibilities which 


can never exift, can never be proved. Taking the Ob- 


ſervation therefore in this Senſe, the Propoſition is this: 
That the Teſtimony of others ought not to be admitted, 
burt in ſuch Matters as appear probable, or at leaſt poſſi- 
ble to our Conceptions. For Inſtance : A Man who 


lives in a warm Climate, and never faw Ice, ought up- 


_ L on no Evidence to believe that Rivers freeze and grow 


hard in cald Countries; for this is improbable, contrary 
to the uſual Courſe of Nature; and impoſſible according 
to his Notion of Things. And yet we all know that 


: to the Satisfac- 

== tion of a rational Enquirer, If this be the Caſe, why 
does he require more Evidence, ſince none can be ſuffi- 
= cient? Or to what Purpoſe is it to vindicate the particu- 


5 this is a 1 manilelt Caſe, diſcernible by: os Py | 


of Men, of which therefore they are qualified to be good 
Witneſſes. An hundred fuch Inſtances might be named, 
but *cis needleſs; for ſurely nothing is more apparently 
abſurd, than to make one Man's Ability in diſcerning, 


and his Veracity in reporting plain Facts, depend upon 


the Skill or Ignorance of the Hearer. And what has 
the Gentleman faid, upon this Occaſion, againſt the Re- 
ſurrection, more than any Man, who never ſaw Ice, 
might ſay againſt an hundred honeſt Witneſſes, who- 


aſſert that Water turns: to Ice in cold Climares'? 


Tis very true, that Men do not ſo eafily believe 8 


Teſtimony of others, things which to them ſeem impro- 
bable or impoſſible; but the Reaſon is not, becauſe the 
Thing itſelf admits no Evidence, but becauſe the Hearer's 
preconceived Qpinion outweighs the Credit of the Re 
ter, and makes his Veracity to be called in queſtion. of . 
Inſtance: Tis natural for a Stone to roll 9885 Hill, tis 


unnatural for it to roll up Hill: but a Stone moving up | 


Sp Hill is as much the Object of Senſe; as a Stone moving 


down Hill; and all Men in their Senſes are as capable of 


| ſeeing and judging, and reporting the Fact in one Caſe, 
as in the other. Shou'd a'Man then tell you, that he 
ſaw a Stone go up Hill of its own accord, you might 
_ queſtion his Veracity, but you cord not ſay the thing 


admitted no Evidence, becauſe it was contrary to the 


Law and uſual Courſe of Nature: For the Law of Na- 
ture formed to yourſelf from your own Experience and 


Reaſoning, is quite independent of the Matter of Fact 


which the Man teſtifies; and whenever you ſee Facts 
vyourſelf, which contradict your Notions of the Law of 
Nature, you admit the Facts, becauſe you believe your- 
ſelf: when you do not admit like Facts upon the Evi- 
dence of others, it is becauſe you do not believe them; 


and not becauſe the F acts in their own Nature exclude. ; 
b all Evidence. | 


- Suppoſe a Man howd tell you, that bs was come 88 


| tha Dead: You wou'd be apt to ſuſpe& his Evidence. 
| But * wou d you — ? That — was nat alive, 


when 


"1.4 1 


1 | when! you Kean@tim; Tow him, felt him, and nn 
W with him? You cou'd not ſuſpect this, without giving 
up all your Senſes, and acting in this Caſe as you act in 


no other. Here then you wou'd queſtion; whethes the 


EET" 


Man had ever been dead. But wou'd you ſay, that it 
WT is incapable of being made plain by human Teſtimony, 
chat this or that Man died a Year ago? It can't be ſaid. 

19 0 Evidence i inthis Caſe is admitted inall Courts perpetually. 


- Conſider it the other way. Suppoſe you ſaw a Man | 


WE publickly executed, his Body afterwards wounded by 
the Executioner, and Ex 1 laid in the Grave, 
chat after this you ſhou'd be told, that the Man was 
come to Life again: What wou'd you ſuſpect in this 
Caſe? Not that the Man had never been dead; for that 
Ws you faw your ſelf: But you wou'd ſuſpect whether he 
Ss was now alive. But wou'd you ſay, this Caſe pred oor 
all human Teſtimony 3 and that Men cou'd not poſſibly - 
== diſcern, whether one with whom they convers'd famili- 
= arly, was alive or no? Upon what Ground could you ſay 
this; A Man riſing from the Grave is an Object of Senſe, 
and can give the ſame Evidence of his being alive, as any 
other Man in the World can give. So that a Reſurrection 
= confider'd only as a Fact to be proved by Evidence, is a 


plain Caſe; it requires no greater Ability in the Witneſſes,” 


15 than that they be able to diſtinguiſh between a Man dead, 
and a Man alive: A point, in which I believe every 5 
. Man living thinks himſelf a Judge. 


{1 do allow that this Caſe, and others of like nature, : 


. require more Evidence to give them Credit than ordina- 


ry Caſes do. You may therefore require more Evidence 


5 5 in theſe, than in other Caſes; but it is abſurd to ſay, 
chat ſuch Caſes admit no Evidence, when the Things in 
3 queſtion are manifeſtly Objects of Senſe. _ 


I allow further, that the Gentleman has rightly Rated 1 5, 


A the Difficulty upon the Foot of common Prejudice ; and 
hat it ariſes from hence, that ſuch Caſes appear to be. 
ez contrary to the Courſe of Nature. But I defire him to 
== conſider what this Courſe of Nature is. Every Man, 
om the lowelt * to the n Philoſopher, 


frames 


. 4 k 5 
9 Obſ⸗ 


Notion of a Courſe of Nature; and is ready to ſay of 6-. 
very thing reported to him that contradicts his E 


|  rience, that it is contrary to Nature. But will the Gen- 


tleman ſay that every thing is impoſſible, or even impro · 
bable, that contradicts the Notion which Men frame to 
themſelves of the Courſe of Nature? I think he will not 
fay it. And if he will, he muſt ſay that Water ean ne- 
ver freeze, for it is abſolutely inconſiſtent with the No- 
tion which Men have of the Courſe of Nature, Who 
| live in the warm Climates. And hence it appears, that 
when Men talk of the Courſe of Nature, they really 
talk of their own Prejudices and Imaginations, pk that 

| Senſe and Reaſon are not ſo much concerned in the Caſe 
as the Gentleman imagines. For I aſl, Is: it frem the 
Evidence of Senſe, or the Evidenee of Reaſon, that 
People of warm Climates tllink it contrary to Nature, 
that Water ſhould grow ſolid; and become Ice? As for 
Senſe, they ſec indeed that Water with them is always 
Liquid, but none of their Senſes, tell them that it can | 
never Solid; as for Reaſon it can never ſo inform = 
them, right Reaſon can never contradict the Trum 
of things. Our Senſes chen inform us rightly what the 
uſual. "Courſe of Things is; but when we conclude that 
things cannot be otherwiſe, we outrun: the Information 
of our Senſes, and the, Coneluſion ſtands upon Preju- , 
dice, and not upon Reaſbn. And yet ſuch Concluſions 
form what is generally called the Conse of Nature. And 
when Men upon proper Evidence and Informations admit 


| . things. contrary; to this preſuppoſed Courſe, of Nature, 


they do not, as the Gentleman cxpreſſes it, quit their 


oton Senſe and Reaſon, bat, in truth, they Ju. their 
own Miſtakes and Preju eg 4 


bee che Caſe of the Refirectio 
the great Difficulty: ariſesfrom the like Prejudice: We all 


. ö how by Experience that all Men die, and'riſeno more. 


© Therefore we condlude, that for a dead Man to riſe to 
Life again, is contrary to the Courſe of Nature: and cer- 
* it is cantrarꝝ to the uniform and _ of 


tel 3 

ing Buri e ls FE be is conteaf 
1 nd repugnant to the real Law of Narure; and abſolu 
4 by impoſſible on that Actount, we argue without a 


3 5 


N Pente We cannot learn from dur E _ vr Feeling, of 
ny other Senſe, that it is i joffible for a dead Body to 


2 

72 
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y the Suppoſition of a Reſurrection? For my dn part, 

* I confider. how I live; that all the Animal Motions 
eeſfary to my Life are independent of my Will; that 
Heart beats without "my Conſent, and without my 


es in a perpetual round, which is contrary toall den Sy 


on of my Life, in every Moment of it; is as great an 
AE of Power; as is neceſſary to raiſe a dead Man to 
ie. And whoever fo far reflects upon his oc Being, 
I to acknowledge that he owes it to a ſuperior Power, 
itt needs thinker that the ſame Power Which gave Life 
ſenſleſs Matter at firff, and ſet all the Springs and 
Movements a going at the Beginning, 6an reftore Liſe 
2 2'dead Body: For furely it is not a greater thing to 


r was alive: Fs 
In the next Place mußt be conſidered the Didſleulites nn 
Which the Gentleman has laid before you, with regard to 
Nature of Chriſt's Body after the Refirre&ion; Ile 
produced fome Paſſages which, he thinks, imply, i 
cc the Body was not a real natural Body but a mere 


D ere being no real Object: of Senſe, thets dene Evi. 

| "2 e in the Caſe; e 5 5 „ 

Vreſumptions are of 10 Weight 12 un 

3 and every Account of the Reſurrection aflures 
= that the Bar of Chriſt was ſeen; felt, and handled = 

RS many Perſons; who were called upon by: Chriſt ſo 

av o, chat 68 TY be + phy that Ye bad Fleſh and 


Bones, 


oundation to fupport us either from our Senſes — 7 


8 I e again: If welearnitarall; it muſt r - 
n; and yet what one Maxim 'of Reaſon is Centfadiete ! 


Direction; that Digeſtion and Nutrition are perfortiied  _ 
Methods to which I am not conſcious that my Blood 


us of Motion; I cannot but think that the Preſerve. 


Lie to a Bodi once dead; than t a Body cane. 


n, or Apparition; and thence Wee that | 


t Poſtive 8 


| 8 Surprize ed him to be. Tis impoſſible that they, 


1 5 that Chriſt had not a real human Body after the Reſurrec- 


I 0 before they had examined him with their Eyes and 


one as would bear the Touch. But how does he infer 


107 dy? ?. It might be real or not real, for any thing that is 
it may be hard to give the true Senſe of them; but there 
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who give this Account, ſhould mean by any thing they 
report, to imply that he had no real Body. Tis cer- 
tain then, that when the Gentleman makes uſe of What 
they ſay. to this Purpoſe, he uſes their Sayings contrary 
to their Meaning. For *tis not pretended that ey ſay, 


tion; nor is it pretended they had any ſuch Thought, 
except only upon the firſt Sutprize of ſeeing him, and 


Hands. But ſomething they have ſaid, which he Gen- 
tleman, according to his Notions of Philoſophy, thinks 

implies that the Body was not real. To clear this Point 
bg therefore, I muſt lay before you the Paſſages referred to, 
and conſider how juſtly the Gentleman reaſons from them. 
I The firſt Paſſage relates to Mary Magdalen, who the i 
firſt time ſhe ſaw Chriſt, was going to embrace his Feet, 
as the Cuſtom of the Country was: Chriſt ſays to her, 
FJouch nne not, for Lam not yet aſcended to my Father, 
but go ſo my Brathrah, and tell them, &c. Hence the Gen- 
tleman concludes, that Chriſt's Body was not fuch an 


: this? Is it from theſe Words, Touch me not? It -cannot 
be: For thouſands ſay it every Day, without giving the 
enn Suſpicion that their Bodies are not capable of being 
touched. The Concluſion then mult be built on theſe o- 
ther Words, Fer Jam not yet aſcended to my Father. But 
hat havetheſe Words to do with the Reality of his Bo- 


here ſaid. There is a Difficulty i in theſe Words, and 


is no Difficulty in ſeeing that they: have no relation to 
the Nature of Chriſt's Body; for of his Body nothing 1s 
aid. The natural Senſe of the Place, as I collect by com- 
paring this Paſſage with Matt. xxviii. 9. is this: Mar 
oo Magdalen, upon 8599 P ſol at ys F e and dg 
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| hold of: mem, ried keld ni a8 ik mne meant er 65 
let them go: Chriſt ſaid to her, Touch me not, or, 
: 1 t hang not about me now, you will have other Oppor- 
8 << tunitics of ſeeing me, for Igo not yet to my Father; 
loſe no time then, but go quickly with my Meſſage 
to my Brethren.“ Tam not concerned to ſupport this 
ar eee of the Paſſage; it is ſufficient 
to my Purpoſe,” to ſhew that the Words cannot . | 
relate to the Nature of Chriſt's Body, one way or other. 
The next Paſſage relates to Chriſt's joining two of his 
Diſciples upon the Road, and converſing with them 
5 without being known by. them: It grew dark, they 
preſſed him to ſtay with them that Night; he went in 
with them, broke Bread and bleſſed it, and gave it 
ae. „and then ey, knew him; and nn he - 
ee Sew it 
The n If home ſhall be ables 
red under the next Head, with other Objections of the 
like Kind: At preſent F ſhall only examine the other 
= of this Story, and enquire whether they afford ay 
round to conclude that the Body of Chriſt was not a 
real one. Had this Piece of Hiſtory been related of any 
Locher Perſon, I think no ſuch Suſpicion could have ari- 
N 2. For an is % cgi e or uncommon in "this. 
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Lich them: ; OT. to ther on a Tomes a — + 
Wed with them fide by ſide; in which Situation no one of | 
FF the Company has a full View of another. Afterwards, 
hen they were at Supper together, and Lights brought 
in, they plainly diſcerned who he was. Upon this Oc- 


are? Eye-Witneſſes; No: before Supper they were Eye 
| Wimeftes ſays the Gentleman, that the Perſon whom 
wa md . Chriſt: 2 then he demands a Reaſon | 


4 % 


55 Leaf ion the Gentleman aſks what ſort of Wüneſſes theſe 0 


r 


e 6 EviclonasrFidlictr ben Gin at 
ad 9 and inſiſtimg on it When they did. 
dt is no unoommon thing for Men to catch'thenfebves | 
Fiees by lich owe, amite. (Queſtions, and to be 
led by che Sprightlinels of their Imagination out of the 
2 2 tank 1 beg ave to tell 
the Gentleman à ſhort Story, and then to aſk him his 
D | quack: A certain Gentleman who had been ſome 
Fears ab Phet d in HisRetum to Exeland chrough 
| Pas o ment his om Siſter" bene. . 7 1 not expe bin 
| gether, with anker Cotryiatiy;vatc 2 ick Houle, for 
eat Part of a Day without knowing each other, Ar 
aſt'the e ſhew great Signs of LE Diſorder 3 
ber Colour came. and went, and the Eyes of the Com. 
"pany: were drawn towards her, and then ſhe cried out, 
Oh my Brother! and was hard! held erg Fainting, 
Suppaſe nom this Lady depo | 
Ocurt of Juſtice, chat e Aw ber Biocer at 
Ind alt the Gentleman: Whether he woilld- 0 
Witneſs that ie Boehse roger was 
and demand of the Court, hy they rejcaed'the Evi 
diene of her Senſes hen fie did not know her Byother, 
and were ready 0 believe it when the did? When the 
Q Qieſtion is anſwerid in chis Caſe,” F deſir only to ave 
xc Benefit of ir in the Caſe now before yo. But if yon 
Mall be of Opinion that chere was ſome extraordinary 
Power uſed on this Orcaſton, and incl ine to think: chat 
| Oe Ext (their | Eyes were holden) imparts” as 
© vol 3 eh) arts ning eee tl * 
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Jer Olwiſts oakifing ur af Sigh 
£6 19 Doors were thut ; 
which, as they fall undder one 
mall fpeak to them together. 
* bg oP the Apoftles affirm 
e pray rn Pac of theſe Facts; for I'think 
arenen than" ver | 
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be vanihed oh of "heir fight. | Which Tranſlation is 
| core ini Mani f our Bibles thus, he teaſed fe be 
of them." And the: riginal 4 Imports no more, 


_ the midſt of them. How he came is not id: Much 
Jess is it faid that he came through the Door, or the 
4 9 and fer any thing that 18 ſaid to "the contra- 
ry, he might come in at the Door, tho“ the Diſciples 

+ ſaw not the Door open, nor him, "till he was in the 


ww," 


prove that the Diſciples 1 


bis —_—_ of f 
1 founded, is fallen into the Snare him - 


cd ige Wirk the Reality of Chrift's Body? Is there 
n way for a real Body to diſappear? Try the Experi- 
chings diſappear to him ; his Series are all lock®d up; 


he " his Senſes continue perfe&t, As: ſhutting out all Rays 
of Light would make all things difappear ;' fo intercep- 


wake chat diſap Perhaps ſomething like this was 


| 5 is founded on no Principle of true 


- aps, that this way of accounting for the Paſſages, is as 
wonderful, and as much out of the common Courſe of 


. 4 wy ow: „ 


8 Ik is ſaid in another Place, that the Diſciples being 1 
1 WD "and the Doors out, Jeſus came and ſtocd in 


dſt of them. Bat che Gentleman thinks theſe. Paſ- 


| ph. "1466 ee e ee Mick all 
:pparitions, and che Superſtition on 


* and is arguing upon no better Principles than the 4 


common Notions\ which the Vulgar have of Apparitt- 
ons. Why elſe does he irmfgine theſe Paſſages to be 


ment now do but put out the Candles, we ſhall all 
_ -Aiſappeat's- fa Man falls afleep in the Day-time, all 
_ and pet all things ws rg continue to be real, and 


wh the Rays of Light from .afy particular Body wou a | 


the Caſe; or perhaps s ſomething elſe, MN okay 
nothing But be the'Caſe What it will, the Gentlemart's 


Nr ir hes wür Wille dt 6 Body: is mor read, 
uſe 1 loſe fight of ir ſuddenly. I Mall be told per- 


ives; a — 1 Ric Foy 


eee, "Perhaps * 103 _ er ä 
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"Ty On 
8 [the . does not expect, that in anos to 


prove _ Reality of the greateſt Miracle that ever Was, 
I ſhould ſhew that there was nothing miraculous in "> 


but that every thing happen'd-according to the ordis | 1 


Courſe of things? My only Concern: is to ſhew, © 


nary 5 
that theſe Paſſages do not infer that the Body of Os. 


after the. Reſurrection Was no real Body. I wonder the 
Gentleman did not carry his Argument a little further, 
and prove that Chriſt; before his Death, had no real... 
Body ; for we read, that when the Multitude would have 


thrown him down. a Precipice, he went through the . 


midſt of them unſeen. Now nothing happen. d after his 
Reſurrection more unaccountable than this that happen n'd © 
before it; and if the Argument be good at all, it will 


he good t to prove that there never was ſuch a Man as =, « 


ſus in the World. Perhaps the Gentleman may think. 
this a little too much to prove; and if he does, 1 ho = 
he will quit the Argument. i in one Caſe as well as in 
other ; Te Difference there is none. 
fk Hicherto we have been called up pon to — x 6M 
Neality of Chriſt's Body, and that: — was the ſame after 


the Refarrodtion that it was before; but the next Objec- . . 


tion complains, that the Body was too much the ſaine 
with that which was buried; for the Gentleman thinks 
that it had the ſame mortal Wounds: open and uncured, 


of which he died. His Obſervation is grounded upon 5 


the Words Which Chriſt uſes to Thomas, * Reach bither 
thy fiuger, and bebold my bands, and reach hither; by 
band, and thruſt it into my ſide. Is it here affirmed 
that ＋ homas did actually put his, Hand into his . 


or ſo much as ſee his Wounds freſh and bleeding? No- 


thing like it. But'tis ſuppoſed from the Words of | Chriſt? 


for i he had no Wounds, he would not have invited 
I bomas to probe them. Now the Meaning of Chriſt 
will beſt appear by an Account of the Occaſion. he hat 


to uſe this Speech He had appeared to his Diſciples, 
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ng Feet, "which my had the Mitks of his Crucifixi 


ww 


- Us Nails in his Fiat and Feet 5 for 8 my part, Pl ne- 
ver believe this thing, except” T "fall | fee in his Hands 
be Print of the Nails, and put my Finger into the Print 
of the Nails, and thruſt my Hand into his Side. Now in 
tie firſt place, here is nothing faid of open Wounds ; 
«Thomas: talks only of putting his Finger into the Print, | 
that is, the Scar ol che ails, and of thruſting his Hand 
into his Side. And in common Speech, to thruſt, an 
Hand into any one's Side, does not ſignify to thruſt it 
= through the Side into the Bowels. Upon this Interpre- 
ation of the Words, which is a plain and natural one, 
= the Gentleman's Objection is quite gone. But ſuppoſe 
Thomas to mean what the Gentleman means; in that 
Caſe the Words of Chriſt are manifeſtly a ſevere Re- 
proach to him for his 3 Here, ſays Chriſt, 
are my Hands and my Side; take the Satisfaction you 
= r<quire ; thruſt your Fingers into my Hand, your Hand 
=. into my Side; repeating to him his own Words, and 
WW - calling him to his own Conditions; which, to a Man be- 
= 'ginning to ſee his Extravagance, is of all Rebukes the 
= e Such Forms of Speech are uſed on many Oc- 
cCuſions, and are never underſtood to import that the 
thing propoſed is proper, or always practicable. 
When the Grecian Women reproached their Sons with 
= *Cowardile, and called to them as they were flying from 
= the Enemy, to come and hide themſelves once more, 
Hike Children as they were, in their Mothers Wombs; he 
Would have been ridiculous who had aſked the Queſti- 
on. Whether the Women really thought that they 
= could take their Sons into their Wombs again? 

I haye now gone through the Objections which were 
neceſſarily to be removed before I could ſtate the Evi- 
«dence in this Caſe. I am ſenſible T have taken up too 
uch ef TR Time; 2 25 Ihave this to ſay in my Ex- 


* | | 3 


; Bilicf of theReflitreion ſtands. And here I. am ſtopped 
again. A general Exception is taken to. the Evidence, 
that it is imperfect, unfair; and a Queſtion is aſked,, 
Why did not Chriſt appear publickly to all the Peapls, 
eſpecially to the Magiliraces? Why were ſome Witneſſes N 
culled: and choſen out, and others excluded. 


are Witneſſes enow, no Judge, no Jury complains for 
= /{ want of more; and therefore, >" the Witneſſts we have 
are fufficient, tis no. Olyedtion that we haue not others, 
and more. If three.credible Men atteſt a Will, which 


7 why. all the Town were nat called, te ſet their þ © 
But why were theſe Wera culled and choſen out? 2X 
's Why? For this. n der might be good ones. 


; e pre 1h give Strength to every = How arch ; 
it to that t very thing e 
9 5 | in other Caſes, ſhould, in this Caſe only, be 


EY behalf of the Fews, may be judged, in 
What has already appeared. Chriſt | ſuffered: epeniy in 
diction, that he ſhould riſe again, that they ſet à Guard 
the Truth, Every Soldier was to them a 6. Fa of 


bad not one te oſtle, (which the Bb Oer 
vas IR other 


5 


e 


7 That Objections built on „* 3 
rejudices, are eaſily conveyed to che os in few 
Words; arid fo conveyed, make ſtrong Impreſſions: Bat 
whoever anſwers the Objections, mult, encounter all the 
' Nations to which they are allied; and to which they 
owe their Strength; 7 tis well if with many Words 
be can find Admittanee. 1 

I come now to conſider the Pe on which our 5 


It may be ſufficient perhaps to ſay, that Where ns uy 


are as many as the Law requires, would any, body aft 


proper Witneſſes to 
his en re his Will! Fee a good Choice 


Does not every: wife Man 


f all others. the moſt. ſuſpicious thing iefalf ? ; i 
What reaſon there is to make any Complaints on the 


their fight 3. and they were ſo well apprized- of his Pre- 


bn his. Sepulchre; and from theſe Guards they learnt 


the Reſurrection of their on 


e bu al 8 = = 


K 
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The Ne riley os Maſe ro hehe, 56 pri 
to the People, but to the Riders of 7/720! aſſembled in 
Senate: To ſupport their Evidence, they were enabled 
to work, and did work Miracles y in the Name of 
Chriſt. Theſe People therefore have the leaſt Reaſon to 

complain; and had of all others the fulleſt Evidence | 


and in ſome reſpects ſueh as none but themſelves coul 
have, for they only were Keepers of the Sepulchre. 1 
_—_ if the Gentleman was to chooſe an Evidence to 
own Satisfaction in the like Caſe, he would defire no 
more than to keep the Sepuleſire, with ene g num · 
ber of Guards. i 255 75 
But the Argument goes further. Ae; is ITY that Jes 
fs was ſent with a ſpecial Commiſſion: to the Jos, 
chat he was their Meſſias; and as his Reſurrection 
was his main Credential, he ought to have Bj 
publickly to the Rulers of the Fews after his Reſurrec - 
tion; that in doing otherwiſe, he acted like an Ambaſ: 
fador pretending Authority from; lis Prince ; but refue 
fing to ſhew his Letters of Credence, © 
WO Twas afraid; when I fuffered my ſelf " wy leave into 
= this Argument, that I ſhould be V into Matters fitter 
do be decided by Men of another Profeſſion, than by 
Lawyers. But ſince there is no Help now, 1 will lay 
before you what appears to me to be the natural and 
Plain Account of this Matter; n it to others, 
ho are better e to Sive a weed Auffrer to a : 
— e, by the A kin of J. 
It a to me, the ccounts we ave 
fs, that he had two by the Offices : One, as the 
fias particularly promiſed to the Jes; eh 40 6 
be was to be the great High- Prieſt of the World. 
Wich reſpect to the firſt Office, he is called * the Apoſtils 
of the Hebrews 3 the Miniſter of the Circumciſion; 
and ſays himſelf, $ I am not ſent, but unto the lg freep | 
WA Ben Pre Acco ingly, when he 
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ion. He had been long among them publiſhing glad 
Tidings; but when all his Preaching, all his Mira- 
cles, 4 — proved to be in vain, the laſt thing he did was 
to denounce the, Woes 


Y a The 23d. Chapter of St. Matthew recites theſe "Woes ; 
and at the End of them Chriſt takes this paſſionate leave 
ü of Jeruſalem: O Feruſalem, Feruſalem, thou that 

Hh i ſent unto. thee; how often wou'd I have gathered 
e thy Children together, even as a Hen —— her 
e Chickens under her Wings, and ye would not !. Be- 

© fay unto Fw Ye ſhall not ſee. me henceforth, till 


3 of the Lord Tis remarkable, that this Paſſage, 
as recorded by St. Matthew, and St. Luke twice Over, 
near Approach of his own Death, and the extreme Ha- | 


Time of his Death, and manifeſtly point out the End 


f 600 'd be demanded or ee Ke was rejected, * 
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| | Nes i in his Life · time to th. he expteſty for 4 
"bids them to go to the Gentiles or Samaritans, but go, 
ſays he, 40 the. loſt: Sheep. of the Houſe of Iſrael: Chriſt 
| continued i in the Diſcharge of this Office during the Time 
of his natural Life, till he was finally rejected by the 
Feu. And it is obſervable, that the "aft time he, Fake 
to the People, according to St. Matthew's Account, he 
ſolemnly took leave of them, and cloſed his Commiſ- 


they had brought on themſelves. 
„ Eilleſt che Prophets, and ſtoneſt them which are 


wie 12 your Houſe i is left unto you deſolate. For I 


e. call Bleſſed: is he that cometh in the Name 


2 


tred of the Jeus to him: And therefore thoſe Words, 
Te ſhall. not ſee. me henceforth, are to be dated from the 


of his. Particular Miſſion to them. From the making 
this Declaration, as it ſtands in St. Matthew, his Diſ- 
courſes are to his Diſciples; and they chiefly relate to 
the miſerable and wretched Condition of the Fews, 
which was now decreed, and ſoon to be accompliſhed. 

et me now aſk, whether, in this ſtate of things, any 

farther Credentials of Chriſt's. Commiſſion. to the Jews 


eln 


A 
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Y Commiſion was determine; and with) it the Fat 


4 * | EM * 


che Nation was determin'd alſo; Wut aße then of 
more Credentials? As to appearing to them after his 
KReſurrection, he cou'd not do it conſiſtently with his 
own Prediction; e ball ſee me no more, till ye ſhall ſay, 
= Bleſſed is be that cometh in the Name of the Lord. The 
Fes were not in this Diſpotigots alter che Reſurrection, 
= nor are they in it yet. 

The Reſurrection was the Found of Chriſt's new 


Contnifſisn;! which extended to all the World. Then 
it was he declared, that all Power was given unto bim 
in Heaven and in Earth,” Then he gave a new Com- 


. milnion to his Diſciples, not reſtrained to the Houſe of 
= J/ae!, but to go and teach all Nations. This Pre- 


0 


„ | 


rogative the Fews had under this Commiſſion,” that the 


= Goſpel was every where firſt offered to them; but in 
no other Terms than it was offered to the reſt of the 
World. Since then this Commiſſion, of which tbe 
Reſurrection was the Foundation, extended to all the 
World alike; What Ground is there to demand ſpecial 


and particular Evidence to the Jews ? The Emperor 


and the Senate of Rome were a much more conſiderable ! 


Part of the World, than the chief Prieſts and the Sy- 


nagogue; Why does not the Gentleman object then, oy 


char Chriſt did not ſhew himſelf to Tiberius and his 
Senate; and ſince all Men have an equal Right in this 
Caſe, Why may not the ſame Demand be made for 


every Country; nay, for every Age And then the 
Gentleman may bring the Queſtion nearer home; and 


a | _ aſk, why Chriſt did not appear in England in King J 


1 George's Reign? There is, to my Apprehenſion, no- 


thing more unreaſonable, than to neglect and deſpiſe 
= :plain and ſufficient: Evidence, before us, and to ſit 
down to imagine what Kind of Evidence would have 


Pleaſed us; and then to make the Want of ſuch Evi- 


dence an Objection to the Truth; which yet, if well 


conſider d, would be found to be well eſtabliſh'd. 
The Obſervation I have made upon the Reſurrec 
of Go — leads to another; 3 hich wi 
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' this great Point. As che RelurreRion was the open 


® thy, 


this Senſe the Apoſtles were choſen to be Witneſſes of 


were draitted to ſee Chriſt after his: Reſurrection: n | . 
the Fact is otherwiſe. The Goſpel indeed, concerned 


Was to reſt, is very particular in ſetting forth the ocular 


| Reſurrection, only accidentally, and as the Thread of 
many 5 who had the Satisfaction, as well as the 


who they were, or how many they were, he ſays not. 
tion required was, that he ſhoy'd be one capable of be- 


Paul fays, that Chriſt after his Rifing was feen by 
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Nature * Bvidence we have in 


/ acepunt for tl 


ing a new Commiſtion, in which all the World had 
MM. ere, Ae Tons a a 8 a 


on the e given. w — 
eder they were Magiſtrates or not Magiras z but 
on the Conviction of thoſe; whoſe it was to 
. to bear Teſtimony n Truth i ain Wu In 


the Reſurrection, becauſe they, were choſen to bear Te- 
ſtimony to it in the World; and not becauſe they only 


to new the Evidence on which the Faith of the Worle 


Demonſtration which the Apoſtles wh af ok Riker 
tion; and mentions. others, who ſaw Chriſt hes his 


the Hiſtory led to it, But yet N certain, there were 


Apoſtles. St. Lyke tells us, that when Chriſt appear- 
ed to the eleven Apoſtles, chere were others with them 


But it appears in the A#s, when an Apoſtle was to be 
choſen in the room of Judas and the hf Q Qualifica- 


ing a Witneſs of the Reſurrection; that there were pro- 
ſent an hundred and twenty ſe qualified. T And St. 


500 at once, many of whom were living when he ap- 
pealed to their Evidence. So that the Gentleman is 
miſtaken, when he imagines. thut a few only were cho- 
len to ſee Chriſt, aker by he came from the Grave. The 
[Trach of. the Cale i is, e aut :0f thoſe Wen fav cg 


* 1 x. 33. ad | 
hy: Ay e Fake 15 ve ”Y rr: 
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ſome e bear Teſtimony to the World, ank 
ſor that Reaſon had the fulleſt Demonſtration of the - 
Truth, that they might be the better able to give 
S Satisfaction to others. And what was there in this 
= ConduC e.complain'of f What to 1 uy Jealouſy 
or Suſpicion? © 


man takes notice of, are the — and the Women. 
1 The Mention of Angels led natural 

and the Women were called poor filly Women; and 
there is an End of their Evidence. be. Bly x ſpeak ſeriouſly: 
Will the Gentlem⸗ 

= intelligent Beings between God and Man; or that they 
75 not Miniſters of God; or that they were improper- 
. bg employed in this great and wonderful Work, the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt? Till ſome of theſe Points ate 


8 the Witneſſes themſelves 3/the Grſt the Gentle. _ 


to Apparitions 3 


pretend to prove, that there are no. 


diſproved, we may be at reſt ; for the Angels were 


= Miniſters, and not Witneſſes of the Reſurrection. And 
W it Is not N the Credit of the poor ſilly Women that 
15 Angels were concerned, but upon the Re- 
81 port of thoſe who wrote the Goſpels, who deliver it 
nas 2 Truth known to themſelves, and not merely as a 
TO Be Rn 5 
j But for the Women, what ſhall 1 ſay? Silly as they 
were, J hope at leaſt they had Eyes and Ears, and 
cou'd tell what they heard and ſaw. In this Caſe they 
= tcl} no more; they report that the Body was not in the 
= Secpulchre ; but fo far from reporting the Reſurrection, 
hat they did not believe it, and were very anxious to 


= find to what Place the Body was removed. Further 
= they were not employed, For, I think, the Gentleman 
in another Part obſerves rightly, that they were not ſent _ 
to bear Teſtimony to any People. But ſuppoſe them 
to be Witneſſes; ſuppoſe them to be improper ones; 
yet the Evidence of the Men ſurely is not the worſe, 
_ becauſe ſome Women happened to ſee the ſame thing 
which they ſaw. And 1 Men only muſt be admitted, 
of them. WC 1 enow to n this Truth. x 1 
1 


We / - a Reſurretion; was ſo extraordinary a Thing, that no 


dlaration: The Spirit of Truth which proceedeth from the 
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921 ill not s your Time in enumera theſe 
Wine or in ſetting forth the bed * 
bad of the Truth which they report. Theſe Things 
are well known. If you queſtion their Sincerity, they 
lived miſerably, and died miſerably, for the Sake of 
this Trutff, And what greater Evidence of Sincerity 
can Man give or require ? Arid what is ſtill more; they | 
were not degeived in their Expectation by Being ill 
treated; for he who employed them, told them before- 
hand, that the World 2 hate them, and treat them 
with Contempt and Cruelty, S * 751 
But leaving theſe weighty ind walken — 
. ſtances to your own' Reflection, I beg leave to lay be- 
ore you another Evidence, paſſed over in Silence by 
the Gentleman on the other Side. He took notice that 


human Evidence cou'd ſupport it. I am not ſure that 
he is not in the right. If twenty Men were to come 
into England with ſuch a Report from a diſtant Coun- 
"By: perhaps they might not find twenty more here to 
believe their Story. And I rather think the Gentle- 
man may be in the right, becauſe in the preſent Caſe I 
ſee ha 5 that the Credit of the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt was not truſted to mere human Evidence. To 
what Evidence it was truſted, we find by his on De- 


Fe, be ſhall teſtify of me; and ye alſo (ſpeaking to 
his Apoſtles) fall bear witneſs; becauſe ye have been 
with me from the Beginning, * And therefore tho the 
. Apoſtles had convers'd with him forty Days after his 

Reſurrection, and had received his Commiſſion to go 
teach all Nations, yet he expreſly forbids them enter- 
ing upon the Work, till they ſhou'd receive Powers 
from above T. And St. Peter explains the Evidence 

of the Reſurrection. in this Manner: We- 0 the Apoſtles) 
are bis Witneſſes of tbeſe Things, and ſo is alſo the Holy 
' Gboſty” *. God bath given 10 __ who obey him 9. 


7 John XV. 205 27. "a Ads % 14. 5 Acts v. 32. | 
Now, 


R's 4 n 
* 


5 161: vi 
nn were the Powers tee ere : 
Were they not the Powers of Wiſdom and Coura 
by Which they were enabled to appear before Ru 78 
and Princes in the Name of Chriſt; the Power of Mi- 
racles, even of raiſing the Dead to Lie, by which they - 
convined the World, that God was with them in 
what they ſaid and did? With reſpect to this Evi- 
dence, St. John ſays, F woe receive the Witneſs of Men, 
the Witneſs of God is greater“. Add to this, that the 
| Apoſtles had a Power to communicate theſe Gifts to 


Believers. Can you wonder that Men believed the Re- N 9 


ality of thoſe Powers of which they were Partakers, 
and became conſcious to themſelves? With reſpect to 
theſe communicated Powers, I ſuppoſe St. John ſpeaks, 
when he ſays, He that believeth on the Son of God, hath - 
the Witneſs in Fimſelf T. Appealing not to an inward 
Teſtimony of the Spirit, in the Senſe of ſome modern 
Enthuſiaſts, - but to the Powers of the Spirit, which 


Believers received, and which were ſeen in the E feeds ; 
that followed. 


It was e that the Apoſtles N Wend 05 


ſelves to the Work of the Miniſtry, and one went into . 
one Country, and another to another; and conſequent- To 
= ly, that the Belief of the Reſurrection was originally 
= receiv'd every where upon the Teſtimony of one . 
ness. I will not examine this Fact: Suppoſe it to be 


ſo. But did this one Witneſs go alone, when he was 


2 with the Powers of ee ? Was not every - 
blind Man reſtored to Sight, and every lame Man to 
his Feet, a new Witneſs to the Truth reported by the 
firſt ? Beſides, when the People of different Countries 


came to compare Notes, and found that they had =; 


received the ſame Account of Chriſt, and of his Doc- 
trine; then ſurely the Evidence of theſe diſtant Witneſ · 


ſes thus united, became ſtronger than if they had told 


? | their Story together: For twelve Men ſeparately exa- 
mined, form a men N Proof for the Truth of 


ry 1 John ls: 15! F: Ibid. ”, 10. 95 
+ 404 Ca | any 


| fume Accounts ſpported by the fame tniraculousPow- 


Tus 


2 Fact, than tackve Men agrecing togeher in one 


9111 the gu Thing » were to happen i in our own Time: 

2 if one. or two were to come into England, and report 
that a Man was raiſed from the Dead; and in Conſe- 
quence of it, teach nothing but that we ought to love 
5 and our Neighbours: If to confirm their Report, 
: they ſhou'd, pace our Eyes, cure the Blind, the Deaf, 
the Lame, ang even raiſe the Dead to Life; If endowed 
with all theſe Powers, they ſhould live in Poverty and 
Diſtreſs, and patiently ſubmit to all that Scorn, Con- 
tempt, and Malice cou'd contrive to diſtteſs them: 
and at laſt facrifice even their Lives in Juſtificatien of 
Truth of their Report: If upon Enquiry we ſhould 

nd, that all the Countries in Europe had received the 


ers, atteſted in like manner by the 8 and con- 
firmed by the Blood of the Witneſſes : I would fair 


know what any reaſonable Man would do in this Caſe? 


Wou'd he deſpiſe ſuch Evidence? I think he would 

not ; and whoever thinks otherwiſe,' muſt ſay, That 
à Reſurrection, tho in its own Nature poſſible, is yet 
fuch a Thing, in which we Wight. not to believe. 8 


Le, Have you done, Sir. e lei . 
Mr. B. Yes. My Lord. 

Fudke. Go on Mr. A. if you have any 7 Thing 10 
: Gay 3 ip Reply. 

With My. Lad, I ſhall trouble. you with vet 
lintle, - The Objections. and Anſwers under this Head; 
I ſhall leave to the Judgment of the Court; and beg 
leave only to make an Obſer vation or two upon tho 


_ == | laſt Part of the Gendleman's Argument. 


And firſt, with reſpect to the Sufferings of the 3 
poſtles and Diſciples of Jeſus; and the Argument drawn 
trom'thence for the Truth of their Doctrines and Aſſer+ 


tions ; I beg leave to obſerve to you, That there is nat 
2 falſe Religion or Pretence in the World, but can pro- 


an the. lame ad and ſhew * _— of 
15 Hen 


5 
0 


| 


"Pd, 
Men; in "uy . Riferea" even to Death for the Truch 


of their ſeveral Profeſſions. If we conſult only modern 
Story; we ſhall find Papiſts ſuffering for Popery, Pro- 


W feſtants for their Religion; and among Proteftants eye- 
ry Sect has had its Martyrs z Puritans, Quakers, F _— 115 
= Monarchy Men. In Heury VIIIth's Time, England | 

8 fw both Popiſh and Proteſtant Martyrs ; in Queen 
Marys Reign 1 Rage fell upon Pr in Queen 

4 Elizabeth's, Papiſts and Puritans were called ſometimes, 

8 tho' rarely, to this Tryal. In later Times, ſome- 
times Churchmen, ſometimes ' Diſſenters, were per- 
ſecuted. What muſt we fay then? All theſe Sufferers 
had not Truth with them; and yet, if there be any 


1 Weight in this Argument from Suffering, they have 
; all a Right i 


But I may be told, perhaps, that Men. by their Suf- | 
| ferings tho* they do. not prove. their Doctrines to be 
cue, yet prove at leaſt their own Sincerity : As if it 


: were à Thing impoſſible for Men to diſſemble at the 


Point of Death! Alas! How many Inſtances are there 


of Men's denying Facts plainly proved, aſſerting Facts 
ng diſproved, even with the Rope about their 


ecks? Muſt all ſuch pas for innocent Sufferers, ſin- 


cere Men ? If not, 'it muſt be allowed, that a Man's 


Word at-the Point of Death is not always to. be re- 


lied 1 
Another gb enden 1 would make, is with reſpect 


; to the Evidence of the Spirit, on which ſo much Streſs 
is laid. It has been hitherto inſiſted on, that the Reſur- 


rection was a Matter of Fact, and ſuch a Fact, as was 


capable and proper to be ſupported by the Evidence of 
Senſe, How comes it about, that thus Evidence, this 
which is the proper Evidence, is given up as inſuffici- 


ent, and a new improper Evidence introduced? Is it not 


ſurprizing, that one great Miracle ſhou'd want an hun- 


dred more to prove it? Every Miracle is itſelf an Ap- 
peal to Senſe, and therefore admits no Evidence but 


that of Senſe. And there is no Connection between a 


INS, _ ws, Year and hft Tear. It does not 


. 1 A follow ; 


. hone — i | 
* 5 * N ; 8 
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follow therefore, becauſe Peter. cured a lame Man (al. 


the Fact) that therefore Chriſt roſe from the Dead. 
But allowing the Gentleman all he demands, what 


is it to us? They who had the Witneſs within them, 
19 perhaps very well to conſult him, and to take his 
Word; but how am I, or others, who have not this Wit · 
neſs in us, the better for it? If the firſt Ages of the 
Church ſaw all the Wonders related by the Gentleman, 
and believed, it ſhews at leaſt, in his Opinion, that 

this ſtrong Evidence was neceſſary to create the Belief he 
requires; why then does he require this Belief of * 5 
Who bave not this ſtrong Evidence? : 
Judge. Very well, Gentlemen of the Jury, you 
have heard the Proofs and Arguments on both Sides, 

and it is now your Part to give a Verdict. 


lere the Gentlemen whiſpered together, and the 
Foreman ſtood up I 
Foreman. My 1 ad; the Cauſe has been lang, and if 
cConſiſts of ſeveral Articles, therefore the Jury hope you 
will give them your Directions. 


Fudge. No, no; you are very able to judge without 
my Help. | 
. My Lord, Pray conſider, you appointed 
this Meeting, RY choſe your Office. Mr. B. and 1 
have gone through our Parts, and have ſome Ng 
to inſiſt on your doing your Part. | 
£41 muſt join, Sir, in that Requeſt. 1 

Judge, I have n heard, that all Honour has a 
Burden attending it; But I did not ſuſpect it in this Of- 
fice, which I conferred upon myſelf. But ſince it muſt 
be fo, I will recolle&, and lay before you, as well as I 
can, the Subſtance of the Debate. 

Gentlemen of the Jury; The Queſtion . you, 
is, Whether the Witneſſes of the Reſurrection of Chriſt 
are guilty of giving falſe Evidence, or no. 

I wo ſorts of Objections, or Accuſations are brought 
againſt them. One charges Fraud and Deceit on the 
Tranſaction itſelf; the other charges the Evidence as 


| forged, and inſufficient to ſupport the Credit of ſo ex- 
traordinary an Event. = . 


> 


WC | 
alſo thre Periods of Time ts >” be Re | 
The firſt FO in [the Miniſtry of Chriſt; 2d exc 


at his Death. During this Period che Freud Is PPS ; 
ſed to be contrived, 


The ſecond reaches from his Death to "bis Reſutrec- 1 
tion. During td this Period che F raud is ſuppoſed to. be = 


executed, 


The third "a from the Reſurrection, and takes 5 | 
in the Whole Miniſtry of the Apoſtles, and here the 


Evidence they gave the World for this Fact is the 
main Conſideration. 

As to the firſt Period of Time, and the Fd 
charged upon Jeſus, I muſt obſerve to you, that this 
Charge had no Evidence to ſupport it; all the Facts 
reported of Jeſus ſtand in full Contradiction to it. To 
ſuppoſe, as the Council did, that this Fraud might _ 
ſibly appear, if 'we had any fone Books written at 
the Time, is not to bring Proof, but to wiſn for Proof; 
for, as it was rightly obferved on the other Side, how 
does Mr A know there were any ſuch Books? And 
fince they are loſt, how does he know what was in 
them? Were N Books extant, they might proba- 
bly: ': 46 Beyond Diſpute, the F acts recorded in che f 
Gol 

Yoo are told that the Fews were 4 very ſuperſtiti- Ky 
ous People, much addicted to Prophecy, and particu- 
larly that they had a long Expectation about the 
Time that Chriſt appeared, to have a victorious Prince 
riſe among them. This is laid as the Ground of Suf- 
picion ; and in fact, many Impoſtors, you are told, 
ſet up upon theſe Notions of the People; and thence 


it is inferred that Chriſt built his Scheme upon the 


Strength of theſe popular Prejudices. But when this 
Fa& came to be examined on the other Side, it appear- 
ed that Chriſt was fo far from falling in with theſe No- 


tions, and abuſing the Credulity of the People, * 3 


was his main Point to correct theſe Prejudices, to o P; 1 
poſe d theſe 5 3 2 by theſe very Means 4 
1 | ell 


8 ecute e it. 


of 68 A 

i into Diſaroce'» with his Countrymen, ffe 
; 48 one, Who, in their Opinion, deſtroyed the Law and 
the Pro hets,, With reſpect to temporal Power, ſo far 
was he from aiming at it, that he refuſed it when offer- 
ed: So far from giving any Hopes of it to his Diſci- 
ples, that he invited Men n quite different Terms; 
Ti take up the Croſs, and fal ow him. And it is obſer- 
._ viable, that after he had foretold his Death and Reſur- 
rection, he continued to admoniſh his Diſciples of the 
| Evils they were to ſuffer ; to tell them that the World 
would hate them, and abuſe them; which ſurely. to 
Common Senſe has no Appearance that he was then 
contriving a Cheat, or eee his e to ex- 


But ag mM Hupportedl | as this. MS 18, thete was no 
5 avoiding it, it was Neceſſity and not Choice, which 
drove the Gentleman to it: For ſince Chriſt had fore- 
told his Reſurrection, if the whole was a Cheat, he cer- 
> tainly was conſcious to it, and conſequently the Plot was 
laid in his own Time. And yet the ſuppoſing Chriſt I 
Conſcious to ſuch a Fraud i in theſe Circumſtances, is — 
trary to all Probability. It is very improbable, that 
He, or any Man, ſhould, without any Temptation, 
_ contrive a Cheat to take place after his Death. And if 
this could be ſuppoſed, tis highly improbable that he 
ſhould give publick. Notice of it, and thereby put all 
Men on their guard; eſpecially conſidering there were 
__ only a fe Women, and twelve Men of low Fortunes, 
and mean Education, to conduct the Plot; and the 
whole Power of the Jets and Romans. to oppoſe i +3 
Mr. 4. ſeemed ſenſible. of theſe Difficulties, and 
therefore would have varicd the Charge, and have made 
_ Chriſt an Enthuſiaſt, | and his Diſciples. only Cheats. 
| This Was not properly moved, and therefore not deba- 
ted, for which Reaſon I ſhall paſs it over with this 
. mort Obſervation:; that Enthuſiaſm is as contrary to the 
big Character and Conduct of Chriſt, as even Fraud 
Is, © Beſides, this Imagination, if allowed, goes only to 
it's on own. Part; and kaves the Che: of Fraud; A 


33 * 


* 


: of Enthuſiaſm, 


Chriſt. And here it is agree'd that Chriſt died, ans. 
= was buried. So far then there was no Fraud. 

For the better underſtanding the Charge Kee. Wh 
muſt recollect a material Circumſtance reported by one 
of che Evangeliſts; which is this: After Chriſt was 
buried, the Chief Prieſts and Phariſees. came to Pilate 


that he would. riſe again aſter three Days; that, they 
ſuſpected his Diſciples would ſteal awa wy Body, and 
pred a. Reſurrection, and then the Error would 


lution taken to bribe the Soldiers to ſay, that the Body 

was ſtolen while they were aſleep; and the Council un- 
dertook to excuſe the Soldiers to Pilate, for their Neg- 
| ba age falling aſleep when they were on D 


4 3 Council for Moolſtun maintains, that the Sto 


|= TAK Reſurrection. 


is full, 3 upon _ Manage ement 8 1 Time | 26 
of his Death; and therefore is of no uſe, unleſs the 
F raud afterwards be apparent. For if there really was 
a Reſurrection, it will ſufficictly anſwer the Charges - 


I paſs-on then to the ſecond Period, to conſider 9 
' what happen'd between the Death and ReſurreQtion of 1 


ood 2 


the Roman Governor, and informed him that this De 9 
eciver, (meaning Jeſus) had in his Life- time foretold, 


De worſe than the firſt. They therefore 225 a Guard 
to __ the Sepulchre, to prevent all Fraud. They 
bad one granted; accordingly they placed a Watch on 

* Sepulehre, and 1 up. the Stone at. the Mouth 


What the | A 25 this Caſe was, the. ſame Writer 5 
| tells us. The Guards ſaw the Stone removed by An- 
gels, and, for Fear, they became as dead Men: When 
| they.cameto the City, they reported to the Chief Prieſt: 
What had happen d. A Council is called and a Reſo :- 


uty. 
Thus the Fact ſtands in the Original Record. Nen 


ported by the Soldiers, after they had been bribed Bo 
the Chief Prieſts, contains the true Account of. this pre. 


The Gentleman was ſenſible 32 a "Difficulty in 4A 
: way to-account for the * ** the Jews gave ye ro 11 
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the Prediction of Chriſt ; for if, as ke tn; they 


'  - * Ehew him to be an Impoſtor, what Reaſon had they to 


take any Notice of his Prediction? And therefore, that 
very Caution in this Caſe betrayed their Concern, and 
 ſhewed that they were not ſatisfied that his Pretenſions 
were groundleſs. To obviate this, he ſays, that they 
bad diſcovered before, one great Cheat in the Caſe of 
Lazarus, and therefore were ſuſpicious of another in 
this Cafe. He was anſwered, That the Diſcovery of 
a Cheat in the Caſe before · mentioned, ought rather to 


Z have ſet them at caſe, and made them quite ſecure 


as to the Event of the Prediction. In Reply he ſays, 
that the chief Priefts, however Gifted: of the Cheat 


_* themſelves, had found that it prevailed among the 


People; and to ſecure the People from being farther | 
np ſed on, they uſed the Caution they dic. 
. This is the Subſtance of the Argument on both Sides. 
I muſt obſerve to you, that this Reaſoning from the 
Caſe of Lazarus has no Foundation in "Hiſtory ; there 
is no Pretence for ſaying, that the Jets in this whole 
Affair had any particular Regard to the raiſing of La- 
 zarus : And if they had any ſuch juſt Suſpicion, why 
was it not mention'd at the Trial of Chriſt? There 
was then an Opportunity of opening the whole Fraud, 


| | and undeceiving the People. The Fews had a plain 


Law for puniſhing a falſe Prophet; and what could be 
a ſtronger Conviction, than ſuch a Cheat made mani-- 3 


8+ feſt ? Why then was this Advantage loſt ? 


The Gentleman builds this Obſervation on theſe 


- Words, So the laſt Error fhall be worſe than the firſt. 


But is there here any thing ſaid about Lazarus? 
; No, the Words are a proverbial Form of Speech, and 
probably were uſed without relation to any particular 

Caſe. But if a particular Meaning muſt be aſſigned, 
it is more probable, that the Words being uſed to 
Pilate, contained a Reaſon applicable to him. Now 


Pilate had been drawn in to conſent to the Crucifixion, | 


for fear the Fes ſhow'd ſet u Jeſus to be their King 
in Oppoſition to Ceſar : z therefore 1200 che chief Fries 


I 
—— 


ne »% 2 


t him, If once the People eve him to be riſen from 
the dead, the laſt Error will be worſe than the firſt ; i. e. 
they will be more inclined and -encouraged to rebel a- 
gainſt the Romans than ever. This is a natural Senſe 
of the Words, as they are uſed to move the Roman 

_ Governor to allow them a Guard. Whether Laa. 
rus were dead or alive; whether Chriſt came to de- 
ſtroy the Law and the Prophets, or to eſtabliſh or con- 
firm them, was of little moment to Pilate, It is plain, 
he was touched by none of theſe Conſiderations; and 

refuſed to be concerned in the Affair of Chriſt, till he 

was alarm'd with the Suggeſtions of Danger to the Ro- 

man State. This was the i Fear that moved him: 
muſt not therefore the en now ſuggeſted to him be "08 
of the ſame Kind? a 

Ihe next Circumſtance to 1 confider'd, is \ahar- of 
| the Seal upon the Stone of the Sepulchre. The Council 
for Woolfton ſuppoſes an Agreement between the Fews 
and Diſciples about ſetting this Seal. But for this 

Agreement there is no Erdinee 3 nay to RIDGE it, 

: * the whole Series of the A 

Gentleman on the other Side obſerv'd. I will oo en- 

ter into the Particulars of this Debate; for it is need- 
leſs. The plain natural Account given of this Matter, 

ſhuts out all other Suppoſitions. Mr. B. obſerv'd to 
you, that the Jews having a Guard, ſet the Seal to 
prevent any Combination among the Guards to deceive 
them; which ſeems a plain and Satisfactory Account. 
The Council for V. replies, Let the uſe of the Seals 

be what they will, it is plain they were broken; and 

if they were uſed as a Check upon the Roman Soldiers, 
then probably they conſented to the Fraud; and then 
tis Aly underſtood how the Body was removed. 

1 »muſt obſerve to you here, that this Suſpicion, a- 

grees neither with the Account given by the Evangeliſt. 

nor with the Story ſet about by the Fews 3 ſo that it is 1 

utterly unſupported by any Evidence. 

Nor has it any Probability in it. For whit could 


move Pilate, and the Roman Soldiers, to propagate | 
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3 upon the Sepulchre, to put an end to the People's Hope 


 _ ciples who knew him not; they gave him an Account 


dune. Now this Converſation was on the very Day 
pk the Reſurrection. And the Diſciples thought of no- 


ſſutrection, which as yet they did not believe. They 


ch a Cheat? He had. og Chi "I 0 e 
Reaſon, but for fear the People ſhou'd revolt from the 
Fe Romans; perhaps too he conſented to place æ Guard 


in ſeſus; and is it likely at laſt that he was conſenting 
to a Cheat, to make the People believe him riſen Wo | 
8 1 dead? The thing, of all others. which he was \ 
* geg, as his Apprehenſior prevent. We” 
The next Circumſtante inliſted on as a Proof Er the | 
"fund: is, that Jeſus +oſe before the Time he had ap- 
pointed. Mr. A. ſuppoſes: that the Diſciples haſten d 
tze Plot, for fear of falling in with Multitudes, Who 
wWuaited only for the appointed Time to be at the Sepul- 
chre, and to ſęe with their own Eyes. He was anſwer d, 
that the Diſciples: were not, 'cou'd not be concern a, 
or be preſent at moving the Body; that they were 
diſpers d, and lay concealed for fear of the Ne : 
that haſt'ning the Plot was of no Uſe, for the Reſur- 
Fection happened whilſt the Guards were at the Sepul- 
chre; who were probably enow to prevent Violence; 1 
<exrtainly enow to diſcover it, if any were uſed. - -þ 
This Difficulty then reſts merely upon the tics 
if ing of the Lime. Chriſt died on Friday, roſe early on 
Sunday. The Queſtion is, Whether this Was riſing the 
third Day according to the Prediction? I will refer the 
Authorities made uſe of in this Caſe to your Memory, 
and add only one Obſervation, to ſhew * it was in- 
deed the third Day according as the People of the Coun- 
try reckon'd. © When Chriſt talked —5 the two Diſ⸗ 


of his own Crucifixion, and their Diſappointment; and 
rel him, 'To Day is 'the third Day ſince theſe things were 
_ thing lefs than anſwering an Objection againſt the Re- 


recount are a K r of D a and Nut is Tins ac 


* $ x | ; 1 bY * ; 1 60 n 
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cob ſing to che Uſage of their Count y, 
of the Reſurrection be third 1 51 5 5 the eiue e 1 
- "which is" 4 plain Evidence, in ar, manner the * 
reckon” in this and like Caſes. © 3 
ie Objections in this Cafe are founded upon. 


8 Story re 2 8 by the Fews, and the Roman, Sol- 1 


dies Mr. B. in his Anfwer, endeavour'd-to.ſhew from 
fore Kiſtorical Paſſages,” 255 the "Jews themſelves al 
nc believe the Story. 

His firſt Arguir 
ion'd the Diſciples. for this Cheat, and the Share the 7 
had in it, when they” had them in "their Power. And 


yet who ſees not that it was very much to cheir Purs 5 


| poſe {o to do? To this there is no Reply. 


The ſecond Argh nent was: from the Pe St. 


Paiil had from King Ng + Agrippa, and his ſaying toSt. Paul, 
Almoſt” thou perfuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian, A Speech, 

which he reckons cou d not be made by a Prince, to 
one concern'd in carrying om à Known Cheat. To this 
the Gentleman replies, That Aripba never did become 
a Chriſtian, and that no great Streſs is to be laid upon 
his Complaiſance to his Priſoner. But allowing that 


there was ſomething of Humanity and Civility in the E KR. 


prov. yet ſuch Civility cou'd hafdly be paid to a 


nown Impoſtor. There is a Propriety even in Civili- 
ty; à Prince may be civil to a Rebel, but he will hard- 45 


ly com liment him for his Loyalty; he may be civil to 
a poor Sectary, but if he knows Him to be a Cheat, * 
will ſcarcely R him With Hopes that be will | 
be of his Party. 

The third Argument was Rom the Advice g; iven by. 
Camaliel to the Council of the Jews, to let 2 A oftles 
alone, for fear they themſelves ſhould be found to fight a- 
gainſt God: A Suppoſition which the Gentleman thinks 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with his or the Council's: being 
perſuaded, that the Apoſtles were guilty of any Fi raud 
in managing the Reſurrection of Chriſt. 

The Gentleman replies, That Gamaliels N re- 
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. © pres; % Je be pu to e againſt Cal, which Rev. | 
£3; +> 008 reſpects God, and not 755 Pon Ple. And: the Suppo- . 
7 N is, 3 Hand g Gad: 5 75 poſfißly be in 1 | 


ing Which .cou'd not 2 es from , 


2 Secondly It is remarkable chat the Miracles wre 
3 » 7 the Apoldes After the Death of Chriſt, tha 5 Pe. 
5 . which occaſioned dhe calling chis - Council, fes 
24 müch greater Ffe@ wp! pon. the "7 2x5," than even che 

held - out, "againſt 


. 5 2 _ "Miracles pf Chriſt himlcl,”* They held e 
x All the Wonders of Chriſt, and Were perpetually. plot- / 
Ling his Death, not doubting but that Would Put an 
nd to their Tune "Bui d When Alter his Heath, | 
» Lax. the fame Tower contipue wes 


Aud can che Je, if they had: 1 
. . ed the Cheat. ' the Tee A & ttle tim 
, 4 a have. entertained ſuch a 8 B 
e + wh; in the Exidence d 
Ls I "this Faſt ſtands,” i 5 
2 The Council for Yds: an 
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i we thin 5 bt « iombaf the Ran- L 
e 2 you look: further to the preaching of tbe 
poltles; vou will End this was the great Article inſiſt- 
20 EN Jud St. Paul knew the Weight of this Ar- 4 
25 title; and the Nece iy of teaching 1 it, when he faid, W y 
q . be "not en dür, Faith is: vain. Ton ſee then, 
what} the Thing which” the Apoſtles teſtified, and.the | 
Thing for which chey ſuffered, was the” Truth of the | 
e which .is niere Matter of Fact. 
Soner new how the Objection ſtands. THe em. il 

1 0 for #oa(fton te lis you, that tis common for Men to 
2 e-for” falle Opinions; and he tells you nothing but 
te Truth. Bit even in thoſe Caſes their ſuffering is an 1 
' »Bvidence of their Sincerity; and it would be very hard 
0b Charge Men who die for the Doctrine they profels, 
With Inſincerity in the Profeſſion. Miſtaken they maybe; 
is every miltaken Man is not a Cheat. Now if you 
will aller che Suffering of the Apoſtles to prove their 
Ser i Which you cannot well diſallow; and conſi- 
dier that they ved. dor the Truth of a Matter of Fact 
which they had ſeen themſelves, you will perceive how 

8 the dene is in this Caſ& In Doctrines and 

Matters of Opinion, Men miſtake perpetually ; and it is 
- no Reaſon-for me to tale up with another r Mam s Opi- 
e becauſe I am perſuaded he is ſincere in it. But 
e Man reports to me an uncommon Fact, yet ſuch 
In one, as in its own Nature i s.4 plain Object # = 
"if I believe. him not, it as not becauſe I ſuſpect his Eyes, 
- or his Senſe of Feeling, but merely becauſe I ſuſpect 
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og: For if 1:was les the ſame Thing my * 
blk. I ſhould believe my felf;./and' therefore my Sulpt- | .- 
ion does not ariſe foes the Inability of human Senſes Þ} 
© yudge1n the Caſe, but from a Doubt of the Si "i 

a 8 the Reporter, In ſuch Caſes therefore, there wants ” | 
* nog to be proved, but only the Sincerity of the Re- 
—_ _— 3 ans * e 2 4 
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poſtles for the Truth of the ReſumeHtion, Js .a full and. a 


0 unexceptionable Proof: 


The Council for WoolPon::was ſenſible of this. Dl. 


ſtances of Men's ſuffering and dying in an obſtinate De- 


nial of the Truth. of Facts plainly proved. This Ob. 


WO fervation is alſo true. 1 remember. 4 Story of a Man 
who endured with great Conſtancy all the Tortures Of 
the Rack; denying the Fact with Which he Was charged. 


4 0 Gallows upon the Toe of my Shoe; and when che Rack 
ſtretched me, I. looked on the Gallows and bore" the 
Pain to ſave my Life. This Man denied a plain Fact 


|! When he was aſkedafterwards; how he could hold out- | 


aZainft all the Tortures? He anſwered; 1 ha d Paired. 5 4 | 


under great Torture, but you ſee a Reaſon for it. In 


| | © - Other Caſes, when Criminals. perſiſt in — their 
Wl Crimes, they often do it, and there is Reaſon to ſuſpect 


they do it, always in Hopes of a Pardon or 9 — 4 


LE. 


But what are theſe Inſtances. to the 1 5 Fuxpoſe? 
Al theſe Men ſuffer againſt their WI 


Crimes; and their Obſtinacy is built on the Hope f 


eſcaping, by moving the Compaſſion of the Govern- 


ment. Can the Gentleman give any Inſtances of Per- 


| ſons who died willingly-in Ararat of a falſe Fact? 


We have had in England ſome weak enough to die for 
the Pope's Supremacy ; but do you think a Man could. 


be found to die in Proof of 55 . en actually = 
on the Throne of England. = 


Now the Apoſtles died in afferting the Truth of 


0 Chriſt's Reſurrection. It Was always 1 in their Power' to. 


quit their Evidence, and fave their Lives. Even their 


5 bittereſt Enemies, the Fes, 1 required no more of. them 5 


than to be ſilent. 5 Others have Nane. Facts, or aſſer- 
ted Facts, in hopes of ſaving their Lives, when they | 
were eats Sentence * Dee But 2 _ cams 
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ve ſaved. by denying the Truth. 80 chat between 
Criminals dying and. denying plain Facts, and the A- 


"ans * e 1 of PE . which PW might Mts 


*poſtles dying for their Teſtimony, there is- this mate- 


rial Difference : Criminals. deny 95 — Truth in hopes of 


| 


ſaving their Lives; the Apoſtles willingly roms with 


| theit Eives rather than deny the Truth. 


We are come now 16 te a, and i indeed the moſt 2 


1 weighty! Conſideration. 


©. The Council for the Apo oſtles nid in 1 5 Courk: 1 
of the Argument e that more Evidence is re- 
quired' to ſupport the Credit of the Reſurrection, it be- 
Event; than is neceſſary in com- 
mon Caſes 3 in the latter Part of his Defence ſets fort! 
the extraordinary Evidence upon which this Fact ſtands. 
This i is the Evidence of the Spirit; the Spirit of Wif- 


oe a very extraor 


dom and Power, which was given to the Apoſtles to er 
able them to confirm their Teſtimony by Signs and 


gument was well argued. by che 
not repeat all he ſaid, 


on cons to this Evidence, 


20 da 


| applied to it; for ſeeing one Miracle, he ſays, is no E- 


was raiſed to Life. © 
To clear this Dificulty, 
Thins of reaſoning Miracles come to be Proofs in any 


Caſe, A Miracle of itſelf proves nothing, unleſs this 
| to the producing the 


d fee a Man raiſe one 

from the dead, Jo e go away and ſay nothing 

@ you, you wov'd cx nd hat any * or any Pro- 
L poſition 


only, that there is wi op 
Effect we ſee. 


1 w 


* 
1 4 
| ; 


Wonders, and mighty Works. This Part of the Ar- 
ntleman, and Caen 


The Council for V oulßon in "tits Reply, made two | 


a. — was this; That hs Rafe dhon having all 
zded to be a Matter of Fact and an Ob- - 

3 to recur „u Mirrclen for the Proof 'of it | 

is to take it out of its proper Evidence, the Evidence . 

of Senſe ; and to reſt it upon a Proof which cannot be 


iWence that another Miracle was wrought before it; as 5 
aling a ſick Man, is ee that a dead Man 5 


you muſt eames! by what. | 
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Ts at the 
. 5 private Evidence of the Spirit, or any inprard Light, 
1 


N 


l Page 8 at or pw. by this Mitacis 


t:ſhou'd he declare to you, in the Name of him, by 


" whoſe Power the Miracle was wrought, that Ima 
Morſhip was unlawful, you wou'd then be poſſeſsd of Y 
2 Proof againſt Image Worſhip. But how? Not be- 
cauſe the Miracle proves any thing, as to the Point it- 
ſelt; but becauſe the Man's Declaration is authorized 
by him who wrought the Miracle in Confirmation of 
his Doctrine. And therefore Miracles are directly a 


Proof of the Authority of Perſons, and not of the 
Truhe hig, ** 


To apply this to the.prefent Caſe: : f the: * 9 


ay had wrought Miracles, and ſaid nothing of the Reſur- 
rection, the Miracles would have proved nothing about 
the Reſurrection, one way or other. But when as Eye - 
Witneſſes they atteſted: the Truth of the Reſurrection, 

and wrought Miracles to confirm their Authority; the 
Miracles did not directly prove the Reſurrection; but 


they confirmed and eftabliſh'd beyond all Suſpicion 


5 ni ptoper Evidence, the Evidence of Eye - witneſſes. So 
| that here is no Change of the Evidence from proper to 
improper; the Fact ſtill-reſts upon the Evidence of 
- Senſe, confirmed and ſtrengthen'd by the Authority of 
the Spirit. If a Witneſs calls in his Neighbours to 
_ atteſt his. Veracity, they prove nothing as to the Fact 
jn queſtion, but only confirm the Evidence of the Wit⸗ 
neſs. The Caſe here is the ſame; tho' between the 
Authorities Brought in Confirmation of the forme iy 


there is no Compariſun. 
The ſecond Objection was, Wm hat this Koldange, 


© however good ĩt may be in its kind, is yet nothing to us. 
It was well, the Gentleman ſays, for thoſe who had 1 it's 
Tok: what is that to us, who have it not? - 


To. adjuſt this Difficulty, I muſt obſerve to yu, 


Evidence, now under Conſideration, was not 


ike to that which the Quakers in our Time pretend to 3 


but an Evidence appearing in the manifeſt and viſible 
1 r of the h * chis . was —_— 
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Ages, and not in this, ſeems to me to be a Contra 


diction to the Rules of Reaſoning. For if we ſee © 
enough to judge that the firſt Ages had Reaſon to | 
beligve, we muſt needs fee at the lame time, that it 


is reaſonable for us alſo to believe. As the preſent 


Queſtion only relates to the Nature of the Evidente, 
it was not neceſſary to produce from Hiſtory the In- 
ſtances to ſhew in how plentiful a manner this E vi- 
dence was granted to = Church. Whoever wants We, 


this Satisfaction, may eaſily have it. 
Gentlemen of the Jury, I have laid 1090 you 


the Subſtance of what has been faid on both Sides. 
You are now to conſider of =o to give YOu, Ver. | 


ict. 


The Jury emule tether, and the Foreman . up. 5 
Foreman. My: Ltd, We are pores to give « our 8 


Verdict. 
Judge, 1 you all-agreed > 
Jury AW 5 5 
Jude: Who ſhall ſpeak for eur 
e Y. "on Foreman. 
Judge. Whe 


rection of Jeſus? or not guilty 2, 5 
Foreman. Not uilty. . 


0 5 
Judge. Very welbs and now, Conan I refiem 


my nnn, and am your” humble Servant. ; 


The Company roſe up, and were 1838 to pay 5 
than: Compliments to the Judge and the Council; 


but were interrupted by a Gentleman, who went up to 
the Judge, and offerd him a Fee. What's this? 


ſays the Judge. A Fee, Sir, ſaid the Gentleman. 
A Fee to a Judge is a Bribe, ſaid the Judge. True, 


S, 


of being tran iritted, and Actually h his been tranſmitted 1 
to us upon unqueſtionable Authority: And 0 al-- 
low the Evidence to have been god in the firſt © 


at ſay you? | Nb the . Gul 
| of giving fate Evidence in, the Caſe of my Nel. 
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